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Storm Jameson’s greatest novel 


THE HIDDEN RIVER 
Storm Jameson 


“Unquestionably the greatest of Storm Jameson's novels, The 
Hidden River will be enjoyed both for the exquisitely poised 
excitement of its story and the brilliance of its technique.’ — 
DANIEL GEORGE in The Bookman. 


Book Society Choice. Selection Book-of-the-Month Club. 
12s. 6d. 


An agreeable piece of Victoriana 


A VICTORIAN BOYHOOD 
L. E. Jones 


Reminiscences of life under the ancien régime in Norfolk, 
Switzerland, and Provence, together with a portrait of Eton 
fifty years ago. 18s. 


New Edition 


AUTOBIOGRAPHIES 
W. B. Yeats 


A one-volume edition of Yeats’ various autobiographical works, 
carrying his account of his career down to 1923, the year he 
received the Nobel Prize. It embodies the last corrections he 
made shortly before his death. 21s. 
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Forgery 

BY J. S. WEINER 
12s. 6d. net. 


Poet and Painter 


Being the Correspondence 
between Gordon Bottomley 
and Paul Nash 1910-1946 


edited by 
Claude Colleer Abbott and 
Anthony Bertram 


30s. net. 


WORLD’S CLASSICS 


Father Brown 
Selected Stories by 
G. K. CHESTERTON 
(Medium volume, 6s. net.) 


Selections from Clarendon 


The True Historical Narra- 
tive of the Rebellion and 
Civil Wars in England and 
The Life of Clarendon by 
Himself. Edited by G. 
HUEHNS. 


(Double volume, 8s.6d. net.) 


OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 








Georgiana 


Selections from the Correspond- 
ence of Georgiana, Duchess of 
Devonshire 


Edited by the 


Earl of Bessborough, 
P.C., G.C.M.G. 


The first comprehensive selection 
of the letters to and from this 
fascinating 18th century figure. 


With Illustrations 25s. net 


Ghosts of the 
Spanish Steps 


DANIELE VARE 


Signor Varé’s new book is partly 
autobiographical, partly historical 
and partly reflective, as he evokes 
many people, of many nationali- 
ties, past and present, with whom 
he associates the famous Spanish 
Steps in Rome. 


With Illustrations 21s. net 


Hymns and 
the Faith 


ERIK ROUTLEY 
B.D., D.Phil. 


In this book Dr. Routley gives a 
commentary on a series of popu- 
lar hymns, recreates their atmo- 
sphere and tells the spiritual story 
of each. There is much to excite 
the-reader’s imagination, confirm 
his beliefs, and please his religious 
and literary tastes. 21s. net 
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HAVE YOU 
HEARD 


the voices of eminent 
people, of great actors, 
of poets and orators; 
anthologies of poetry 
and prose on records? 


Write for catalogues to 


Recorded Sound Department, | 
The British Council, 
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A Pocket Chart of Ornamental 
and Gem Stones 

By Sir James Watton, K.C.V.O., M.S., 
M.B., L.R.C.P., B.Sc., F.G.A., F.A.C.S. 
Stones are grouped according to colour, and 
within each colour group in order of their 
refractive indices. Other characters are then 
listed and any special properties. 12/6 net. 


Reinforced Concrete Arch Design 
By G. P. MANNING, M.Eng., M.Inst.C.E. An 
up-to-date Second Edition providing a sound 
and easily applied method to give the most 
economical shape and thickness of arch in 
any given case. Jilustrated. 30/- net. 


Metallurgy of the Non-Ferrous 
Metals 

By W.H. Dennis, B.Sc.(LOND.), A.M.I.M.M. 
The only up-to-date British handbook on the 
extraction and refining of the non-ferrous 
metals. Illustrated. 70/- net. 


The Practical Engineer Pocket Book 


Edited by N. P. W. Moore, B.Sc., A.C.G.L., 
D.LC., A.M.Inst.F. The new sixty-fifth 
edition of this mine of information. It 
includes Technical Dictionaries in 
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Now Britain Leads in the Literature 
on the subject, just as in the 
development of the engine 
itself ! 
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WRITTEN by over 20 of the leading authorities this im- 
portant reference book is divided into 29 sections covering 
the subject in a comprehensive manner. It provides a reliable 
source of information on the most up-to-date practice in all 


branches of the subject. 960 pages. Demy 8vo. 


An historie technical publishing 
achievement! 


90s. net 


From all booksellers 
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The Life of David Hume 


E. C. MOSSNER, Professor of Literature, University of Texas. This definitive 
biography of the great Scottish philosopher, historian, and man of letters, by the 
author of The Forgotten Hume, is the product of nearly twenty years of research; it 
contains much new material and should prove ivdispensable to all who are 
interested in David Hume, the man or the writer, 11 Scottish domestic history, 
or in eighteenth-century European literature. Two full colour and 18 black and 
white half-tone illustrations. Just published 42s 


The Problem of the Picts 


edited by F. T. WAINWRIGHT, Head of the Department of History, University 
College, Dundee. This is the first book in a new series, Studies in History and 
Archaeology. The several chapters are by recognised experts, including the editor 
himself, on the Picts: who they were, they came from, where they settled, how 
they lived, what language they spoke, and what finally became of them. The 
work conceived as a whole, bringing together the knowledge of the historian, 
archaeologist, and philologist to bear on a problem impossible to solve by any 
single branch of learning. Twelve pages of half-tones, line maps, line drawings 
and two-colour endpaper maps. Spring Studies in History and Archaeology 21s 


The History of the Salvation 


Army — VOLUME 3 


Col. ROBERT SANDALL. This volume covers the beginning and development 
of the social reform and welfare work of the Salvation Army—from the time when 
a few devoted workers took into their own homes men and women who desired 
to reform, until the present, when institutions, agencies, and schools number over 
two thousand and are to be found in all parts of the world. The whole story is 
one that cannot help but hold the attention of any reader with a social conscience. 
Illustrated with line drawings. Autumn 16s 





Beverley Nichols’ Cat Book 


** Anything feline on four legs,’’ says Beverley Nichols, ‘‘ goes straight to my 
heart.’’ The cats in these pages (some thirty of the pick of the world’s most 
beautiful cat photographs are included) are sure to go to anyone’s heart unless 
he cat be a cat-phobe and a brute into the bargain. Each photograph is described 
and commented upon as only the author can describe and comment. This is a 
book for all cat-lovers and all Beverley Nichols enthusiasts, of which there are 
probably an equal number. Spring 7s 6d 
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THE POLAR REGIONS 
IN LITERATURE 
J. D. M. BLYTH 


AT one time the great majority of books dealing with the polar regions 
were those which recorded the exploits of individual exploring expeditions. 
In recent years, however, polar books have tended to deal more with 
scientific research and with economic and political developments than with 
geographical discovery. The range of literature concerning the polar regions 
and related subjects is now very wide indeed, and only a brief outline of 
it can be given here. 

In 1921 Sir Clements Markham published his classic history of arctic and 
antarctic exploration, The Lands of Silence (Cambridge University Press), 
which is an excellent, although in some respects outdated, introduction to 
the subject. A more recent general history of merit is Andrew Croft's 
Polar Exploration (2nd edition 1947, Black, 7s.6d.). In 1927 R. N. 
Rudmose-Brown published a useful account of the physical and economic 
geography of the Arctic and Antarctic, The Polar Regions (Methuen). This 
was followed in 1930 by an introductory booklet with the same title written 
by Frank Debenham (Benn). For those who are interested more particularly 
in the problems and techniques of polar travel Colin Bertram has provided 
an admirable review in Arctic and Antarctic (1939, Heffer). 

Among the books dealing entirely with arctic exploration, Fridtjof 
Nansen’s classic In Northern Mists (1911, Heinemann) is outstanding. Nansen 
has, however, confined himself to the history of the early northern voyages 
made before the seventeenth century, and those who wish to read a 
complete history of arctic exploration from earliest times down to the 
present must turn to Jeannette Mirsky’s Northern Conquest (1934, Hamilton; 
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a 2nd edition, revised, was published by Wingate in 1950 under the title of 
To the Arctic). ]. Gordon Hayes’ Conquest of the North Pole (1934, Butterworth) 
covers the period from 1890 to 1934 in more detail. Gunnar Seidenfaden’s 
Modern Arctic Exploration (1939, Cape) is more general in approach, giving 
an insight into the great variety of scientific research being undertaken 
in the Arctic. 

Several more detailed works, dealing with the history and geography of 
particular areas, deserve mention. Among them are: Sir Martin Conway’s 
No Man’s Land (1906, Cambridge University Press), a scholarly history of 
Spitsbergen from its discovery in 1596 to the beginning of scientific 
exploration early in the nineteenth century; the three volumes of Greenland 
(1928-29, Oxford University Press), to which a large number of experts 
contributed, and which still form the most valuable general work on that 
sub-continent—recent developments have been more racily described by 
Geoffrey Williamson in Changing Greenland (1953, Sidgwick & Jackson, 
18s.); V. Tanner’s Outlines of the Geography, Life and Customs of Newfoundland- 
Labrador (1947, 2 vols. Cambridge University Press), one of the finest 
regional studies of the Arctic ever published; and Terence Armstrong’s 
account of The Northern Sea Route (1952, Cambridge University Press, 21s.), 
dealing with Soviet exploitation of the North-East Passage. A more general 
review of activities in the Soviet Arctic before the Second World War 
has been given by H. P. Smolka in Forty Thousand against the Arctic: Russia’ s 
Polar Empire (1937, Hutchinson). 

The general histories of arctic exploration which have been mentioned 
are, of course, based largely upon the narratives published by each expedition 
upon its return from the field. The reader who wishes to enquire into 
methods of arctic exploration during the first half of the nineteenth century 
should study the five volumes of Sir W. E. Parry’s Journals of the First, 
Second and Third Voyages for the Discovery of a North-West Passage in 
1819-20-21-22-23-24-25 (1828, Murray) and the five volumes of Sir John 
Franklin’s Journey to the Shores of the Polar Sea in 1819-20-21-22: with a 
Brief Account of the Second Journey in 1825-26-27 (1829, Murray; reprinted 
in part in 1910, 2nd edition 1924, by Dent). During the middle years of 
the nineteenth century a very large number of books were published dealing 
with the search for Franklin, who was lost together with the expedition 
which sailed under his command in 1845 to navigate the North-West 
Passage. Richard J. Cyriax has provided a masterly summary of the fate of 
the lost expedition, and of the searching expeditions, in Sir John Franklin's 
Last Arctic Expedition: A Chapter in the History of the Royal Navy (1939, 
Methuen). An equally important contribution to the history of this period 
is the volume of Rae’s Arctic Correspondence (1953), edited by E. E. Rich, 
assisted by A. M. Johnson, for the Hudson’s Bay Record Society. The 
introduction to this work, written by J. M. Wordie and Richard Cyriax, 
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is itself a contribution to the history of the period. The last large-scale 
British naval expedition of the century took place in 1875-76 and is des- 
cribed by Sir George Nares in his Voyage to the Polar Seas in ‘Alert’ and 
‘Discovery’ (1878, Low, Marston, Searle & Rivington). Only twelve years 
later Nansen published his absorbing account of The First Crossing of 
Greenland (1890, 2 vols. Longmans), which revolutionised previously held 
concepts of life and travel in the polar regions. 

Many of the expeditions to the Arctic during the nineteenth century had 
as their object the attainment of the North Pole, and the hardships and 
achievements of those who took part make fascinating reading. Perhaps the 
most unusual of these expeditions was that led by the Swedish explorer 
S. A. Andrée who, with two companions, attempted to reach the North Pole 
by balloon from Spitsbergen in 1897. Nothing was heard of the missing 
aviators until 1930, when sealers discovered the remains of the three men 
on Kvitaya, the easternmost island of the Svalbard archipelago. The journals 
of the dead men, telling the story of the tragedy, were found with their 
bodies and published in The Andrée Diaries (1931, Bodley Head). The 
distinction of being the first to reach the North Pole was eventually claimed 
in 1909 by Robert E. Peary, who described his journey in The North Pole 
(1910, Hodder & Stoughton). For many years a bitter controversy raged 
between Peary and another American traveller, Frederick A. Cook, who 
claimed to have reached the North Pole just before Peary. It is now generally 
agreed that Peary’s claim is more acceptable than Cook’s, but readers with a 
judicious turn of mind will enjoy re-weighing the evidence brought forward 
by the rival travellers. 

Since 1909 the scientific investigation of the central polar basin has made 
steady progress. Mention may be made of the Soviet party led by Ivan 
Papanin, who in 1937 landed by air at the North Pole and established 
a camp upon a floe. The story of their slow drift southwards out of the 
Arctic Ocean into the Greenland Sea has been told by Papanin himself in 
Life on an Ice Floe (1947, Hutchinson). More recently, the United States 
Air Force established a scientific observatory on a floating ‘ice island’ or 
giant iceberg in the Arctic Ocean. This exploit has now been described by 
Kaare Rodahl in North (1954, Heinemann, 15s.). 

The aboriginal inhabitants of the desolate arctic regions must not be 
forgotten. They have been described in a first-rate study by Kaj Birket-Smith 
The Eskimos (1936, Methuen). 

Antarctic literature too provides a rich feast for the arm-chair traveller, 
who need look for no better introduction to the subject than Hugh Rober: 
Mill’s unsurpassed history of the exploration of Antarctica, The Siege of the 
South Pole (1905, Rivers). J. Gordon Hayes has brought the story nearer 
the present in The Conquest of the South Pole: Antarctic Exploration 1906-1931 
(1932, Butterworth). In 1952 the New Zealand Antarctic Society published 
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an important and very useful survey of all aspects of modern research and 
development in The Antarctic Today, edited by F. A. Simpson (Reed 
(Wellington, New Zealand), 47s. 6d.). 

The history of modern antarctic exploration starts with James Cook, who 
was the first to circumnavigate the antarctic continent during his great 
voyage of 1772-75. Cook’s own narrative of A Voyage towards the South 
Pole, and Round the World (1777, Strahan & Cadell; definitive variorum 
text in preparation by the Hakluyt Society) shows that Cook was sceptical 
about the existence of land south of the latitudes to which he had penetrated 
in the Resolution. Despite his pessimistic reports, however, the search for a 
southern continent continued intermittently during the following seventy 
years. The greatest voyage of discovery made during the nineteenth century 
was that commanded by Sir James Clark Ross, who afterwards wrote 
A Voyage of Discovery and Research in the Southern and Antarctic Regions, 
during the years 1839-43 (1847, 2 vols. Murray). It was not, however, until 
the beginning of the present century that the classic figures of antarctic 
exploration—Scott, Shackleton, Mawson and Amundsen—appear upon the 
scene. R. F. Scott’s account of The Voyage of the ‘Discovery’ (1905, 2 vols. 
Smith Elder; 1929, Murray, 12s. 6d.) records the work of his first great 
antarctic expedition of 1901-04, which marks the start of exploration upon 
the continent itself. Four years later, in The Heart of the Antarctic (1909, 2 vols. 
Heinemann), E. H. Shackleton told the story of his dramatic attempt to 
reach the South Pole itself during the British Antarctic Expedition of 1907-09. 
The climax of this period of antarctic exploration is reached with the saga 
of Scott’s Last Expedition: | Journals] arranged by Leonard Huxley (1913, 2 vols. 
Smith Elder; 1926, Murray, 21:.), telling of the journey to the South Pole 
and of the failure and death of Scott and his four companions. The same 
story has been told by Apsley Cherry-Garrard in what is without doubt the 
finest example of polar literature, The Worst Journey in the World (1922, 
Constable; 1937, Penguin Books (to be reprinted); 1951, Chatto & Windus, 
12s.6d.). Roald Amundsen, who reached the South Pole only a few weeks 
before Scott, gives an account of his own fine success in The South Pole: 
An Account of the Norwegian Antarctic Expedition in the ‘Fram’, 1910-1912 
(1912, Murray), which marks a turning point in the history of antarctic 
travel. From this period the old naval method of man-hauling sledges was 
abandoned in favour of dog-sledging which, as Amundsen had shown, was 
an incomparably safer and more efficient way of covering long distances. 
Another outstanding book dating from this period is Sir Douglas Mawson’s 
story of the Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-14, The Home of the 
Blizzard (1915, 2 vols. Heinemann). Mawson’s narrative of his own nightmare 
journey after the death of his two sledging companions is a masterpiece of 
horror. Shackleton’s second great contribution to the history of antarctic 
exploration is South (1919, Heinemann), in which he describes the attempted 
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trans-antarctic expedition of 1914-17, which ended with the loss of the 
Endurance in the Weddell Sea towards the end of 1915. The subsequent, 
adventures of the members of the expedition and of Shackleton’s epic boat 
journey to fetch help from South Georgia make an unforgettable story of 
courage in the face of adversity. F. A. Worsley’s own account of Shackleton’ s 
Boat Journey (1933, P. Allan), in which he took part, is also well worth 
reading. 

Between the two world wars there were few British antarctic expeditions 
of any importance, apart from the British Graham Land Expedition of 
1934-37, described by John Rymill in Southern Lights (1938, Chatto & 
Windus). The more recent narrative of the Norwegian-British-Swedish 
Antarctic Expedition of 1949-52, written by John Giaever and entitled 
The White Desert (1954, Chatto & Windus, 25s.), provides a general pictuze 
of the activities of the modern antarctic expedition. 

The question of national territorial claims to slices of Antarctica has been 
growing more vexed in recent years. The many aspects of the problem are 
admirably reviewed by E. H. Hunter Christie in The Antarctic Problem 
(1951, Allen & Unwin, 27s.6d.). Some mention should also be made of the 
great antarctic whaling industry, of which Hakon Mielche has provided 
a racy account in There She Blows! (1952, Hodge, 12s.6d.). 

The biographies of travellers shed much light on the history of the polar 
regions. A few of the most interesting are: My Life as an Explorer by 
Amundsen (1927, Heinemann); Klondike Mike by Merril Denison (1945, 
Jarrolds); Dark Companion by Bradley Robinson (1948, Hodder & 
Stoughton, 10s.6d.), the story of the negro Matt Henson who accompanied 
Peary to the North Pole; Scott of the Antarctic by George Seaver (1940, 
reprinted 1948, Murray, 12s.6d.); and H. R. Mill’s Life of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton (1923, Heinemann). 

Lists of current polar literature are issued regularly by the Scott Polar 
Research Institute in the four-monthly journal Polar Record (7s. 6d. per 
issue; 22s. 6d. per annum), which deals with all aspects of polar research 
and exploration, past and present. 


Mr. Blyth has been Editor of the Polar Record since 1949, has travelled fairly widely in the 
Canadian Arctic, and has written papers on the war in the Arctic. 





793 








THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 


Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 

British Drama League 

British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 

National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 

Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 

Royal Empire Society 

Royal Geographical Society 

Royal Institute of British Architects ‘ 

Royal Institute of International Affairs 

Royal United Service Institution 

South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 


and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Bibliographies 
SCIENTIFIC BOOKS, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTORS. A Study 
of Bibliography and the Book Trade in Relation to Science. John L. Thornton 
and R. I. J. Tully. The Library Association, 24s. 1954. 22cm. 298 pages. 
12 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This work of considerable research was planned as a companion volume to John 
Thornton’s Medical Books, Libraries and Collectors (1949), and represents a bibliographi- 
cal approach to the history of science, recording the major writings and definitive 
editions of all the important scientists from the earliest times up to the end of the 
nineteenth century. The authors have not attempted to make their book an exhaustive 
treatise on the bibliographical aspects of science, but they have produced a well- 
documented introductory history of the production, distribution and storage of 
scientific literature. The valuable bibliography is extensive and covers twenty-seven 
pages. (016-5) 


THE YEAR’S WORK IN ENGLISH STUDIES. Vol. XXXIIl: 1952. 
Edited by Frederick S$. Boas and Beatrice White. Oxford University Press for 
The English Association, 21s. 1954. 224.cm. 308 pages. Indexes. 

This excellent critical guide to all important books, and many articles in periodicals, 

on English Language and Literature published during the year surveyed adheres to 

the traditional technique of previous volumes although there are more changes 
than usual in the authorship of some of its chapters. Literary History and Criticism 
is surveyed by F. Y. Thompson, English Language and Old English by R. M. Wilson, 

Middle English by Beatrice White and Gladys D. Willcock, The Renaissance by 

William A. Armstrong, Shakespeare by Muriel C. Bradbrook, Elizabethan Drama 

by F. S. Boas, Poetry and Prose of the Elizabethan Period by Arnold Davenport, 

The Restoration by V. de Sola Pinto, The Eighteenth Century by Edith J. Morley, The 

Nineteenth Century and After by Geoffrey Bullough and Marjorie Thompson and 

Bibliographica by Herbert J. Davies. (016-82) 


Reading 


A SMALLHOLDING ON PARNASSUS. Sir William Haley. Cambridge 
University Press for the National Book League, 3s.6d. 1954. 18}0cm. 24 pages. 
Paper covers. (Annual Lecture, No. 12) 

The place of reading in modern culture is Sir William Halcy’s subject. The title 

reminds his audience that even the most voracious reader cannot hope to explore 

in his lifetime more than a fraction of the best that has been written. Sir William 
sees reading as an active, not a passive pursuit, in which everyone must discover for 
himself what will supply the needs of his tastes and personality. His own experience 
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as Director-General of the B.B.C. and Editor of The Times is a striking example 
of how wide reading may be combined with an active career and he defends the 
practice of reading vigorously against the encroachments of modern life. —_ (028) 


Collected Works 


THE BEDSIDE ‘GUARDIAN’, 3. A Selection by Ivor Brown from The 

Manchester Guardian, 1953-54. Collins, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 256 pages. Map. Index. 
The Manchester Guardian has long stood out amon," British daily newspapers for two 
virtues in particular, a discriminating news sense and a style of writing which satisfies 
literary as well as journalistic standards. Both qualities are very apparent in this 
selection from the best contributions of the past two years. British customs, new 
inventions, sport, theatre, film and book reviews—these are the staple items which 
remain readable on their literary merits when they are no longer news. There are 
two others in which this anthology excels, its travel pieces drawn from all over the 
world and its local sketches of the British, especially the Lancashire, scene. (082) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


PAIN AND OTHER PROBLEMS. A Criticism of Modern Philosophies. 

J. C. Wordsworth. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 160 pages. Index. 
This is an unusual book: an attack upon the analytical philosophies of our day 
written with the lightheartedness and pungency characteristic of those philosophies 
themselves. The author, a gifted dialectician, concentrates upon the problem of pain 
as something which the empirical thinkers cannot explain away. It is his general 
argument that ethical problems are meaningless on a materialistic theory. Thus 
dialectic materialism, which makes self-interest the basis of conduct, cannot at the 
same time reproach the bourgeoisie for being selfish. This study ought to arouse a good 
deal of healthy controversy, for it deals vigorously with the ‘perennial problems’. 


(110) 


THE REACH OF THE MIND. J. B. Rhine. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 
18 cm. 198 pages. 15 illustrations. 6 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
(Pelican Books) 

Dr. Rhine’s experiments in telepathy and clairvoyance are notable for being conducted 

with as much enthusiasm as scientific objectivity. The author feels himself to be a 

man with a mission, and the claim is perhaps not unjustified. The object of this most 

readable book is to demonstrate that telepathy and clairvoyance are ‘merely different 

manifestations of a general process of extra-sensory perception’, and that E.S.P., 

as it is now generally called, i: a faculty latent in everyone. The book endeavours to 

relate these remarkable findings to the more general problem of man’s place in nature 
and his future evolution. (133°8) 


THE PROBLEM OF PEACE IN THE WORLD OF TODAY. 
Albert Schweitzer. Black, 1s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 20 pages. Paper covers. 

This is perhaps the most impassioned and sincere of the Nobel Peace Prize Addresses. 

Not merely is its message highly topical but the authority behind it must command 

respect even among the most cynical. Schweitzer’s idealism is founded upon the hard 

experience of a man of action; his appeal for a revival of the humanitarian spirit is 

therefore no mere sentimental gesture. He argues that inhumanity and the cult of 


796 





ple the ‘superman’ are closely connected; for when man endeavours to ‘transcend himself’ 
the on the secular level, he becomes sub-human. Yet there is still time for him to regain 
28) his humanity. (177) 


SENSE WITHOUT MATTER or Direct Perception. A. A. Luce. Nelson, 


r 12s.6d. 1954. 22$cm. 176 pages. Index. 

he P 

™ The author, an acknowledged authority on Berkeley, continues to fight Berkeley's 
> . ‘ b) * * 

| battle against the unknown somewhat’, Matter. That the battle still rages is due to 

fe modern controversies concerning sense-data. Professor Luce is not defending an 

Lies 


his extreme subjectivism. He is defending ‘direct perception’. The ‘matter’ of an object, 
: he holds, is simply that aspect which is studied by the physicist; but all we perceive 


it is ‘sense’. The argument is clear and stimulating, free from philosophical jargon, and 
uich with a purpose of obvious importance. For if Matter does not exist, Materialism is 
“a no longer a tenable view of life. (192) 
82) 
RELIGION 
THE REDISCOVERY OF THE BIBLE. William Neil. Hodder & 
Stoughton, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 256 pages. Bibliography. 
nics. Thi: book is addressed to those who are puzzled by the Bible and eager to discover 
dex. what positive results have emerged from the investigation of its varied and confusing 
dia contents undertaken by scholars in recent years. The earlier sections of the volume 
ies deal with the modern critical position and are followed by an approach to the Bible 
pain as the revelation of the unchanging purpose of God through particular historical 
ail events within a believing community. An attempt is then made to show how the Bible 
ail should be read in the light of newer insights and to indicate its relevance to the con- 
“the temporary situation. T he treatment is clear, readable and constructive; it should make 
oil a special appeal to minister: and teachers of Scripture in schools. (220) 
se THE PATTERN OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH. A Study in the Relations 
between Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Early Church. Bampton Lectures, 1954. 
waa H. E. W. Turner. Mowbray, 42s. 1954. 23 cm. 524 pages. Indexes. 


ail In this learned and important contribution to theological studies, Canon Turner, 
who is Professor of Divinity in the University of Durham, examines the use made 

by both orthodoxy and heresy of the primary sources of religious authority— 
icted scripture, tradition, reason. He rejects the theory that orthodoxy was indebted to 
bea any considerable degree to the heresies which emerged, and maintains the view that 
men orthodoxy is autonomous even if its development was accelerated by hostile forces 
rent within and without the Church. All the main doctrines of orthodoxy were woven 
SP., into the texture of the corporate life of the Church before it became necessary to 


=e express them in conceptual form. While orthodoxy has its unchangeable basis in 
— the facts of the biblical revelation, it is not to be regarded as static and the author 
33'8) pleads for a more adequate formulation of the many-sided experience of the Church. 

(230) 
AY. 

*¥THE PREACHER’S QUARTERLY. Vol. 1, No. 1, December 1954. 
esses. Editor: J. Alan Kay. Epworth Press, 3s.6d. quarterly; 13s.6d. per annum. 21 cm. 
mand The purpose of this journal is to provide preachers of all denominations with such 
hard cultural, theological and devotional help as they need in the difficult task of interpreting 
re ry the Christian Faith to the modern world. Laymen as well as ministers are among the 
alt © 


contributors. C. A. Coulson, Professor of Applied Mathematics in the University 
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of Oxford, writes on the use and abuse of science and Herbert Butterfield, Professor of 
Modern History in the University of Cambridge, on the prospects for Christianity, 
The other articles deal mainly with theological and biblical issues. This publication 
meets a real need in spite of the fact that the reviews in the present number are the 
least satisfactory feature. (230-05) 


THE SCHOOL OF CHARITY. Meditations on the Christian Creed. 
THE MYSTERY OF SACRIFICE. A Meditation on the Liturgy. Evelyn 
Underhill. Longmans, 7s.6d. 1954. 17 cm. 224 pages. 

In the first of these well-known works of meditation, which are now made available 

in one volume, the author, a writer of great spiritual power, deals with the reality 

and nature of God as revealed within human life and with the kind of life which 
these demand of us and make possible. The second book is intended to provide 

a commentary on the Eucharistic rite, the significance of its successive phases and 

the part played by each in the central act of Christian devotion. Every page combines 

penetrating thought with sound practical guidance. (238) 


OF THE LAWS OF ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY. Vol. I (Books I-IV); 
Vol. If (Book V). Richard Hooker. Introduction by Christopher Morris. Dent, 
7s. each vol. 1954. 184 cm. 446:558 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

The present edition, which has a useful introduction, is a reprint of Hooker’s 

Ecclesiastical Polity, Books I-V, as originally published by the author with an appendix 

containing replies to critics and a letter from George Cranmer on the discipline of the 

Church. The ideals of the Elizabethan settlement are expounded in complicated yet 

melodious prose and an attempt is made to lay the foundations of a systematic 

development of theology. While his main object was to provide an effective defence 
of the polity of the Church of England in relation both to the Church of Rome and 
to the Presbyterian party, by his emphasis on the unity of all law, in nature, human 
reason and the scriptures, he enunciated a principle which has far-reaching implications 
for theological and political thought. (262) 


WALTER HOWARD FRERE. His Correspondence on Liturgical Revision 
and Construction. Edited by Ronald C. D. Jasper. S.P.C.K., 35s. 1954. 22 cm. 
330 pages. Portrait. Index. 


The late Bishop Frere, who died in 1938, was a liturgical scholar of outstanding 
distinction whose counsel was widely sought. This volume contains a number of 
letters which were left by him with a note suggesting that they might be worth 
publishing. The collection contains correspondence on liturgical revision in England 
and in other parts of the Anglican communion. One appendix deals with such 
questions as open communion, the indelibility of orders and extra-liturgical devotions, 
while the other concerns the service for the enthronement of Dr. Lang as Archbishop 
of Canterbury. These letters will be valued by all students of liturgical history and 
reform. (264-03) 


DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE. What the Church believes and why. 
Hugh C. Warner. Allen & Unwin, 6s. cloth; 4s.6d. boards. 1954. 19 cm. 
92 pages. Bibliography. 

Canon Warner dedicates this book, which is written in a vigorous yet conciliatory 

style, to all who are perplexed by the attitude of the Church of England to the 

divorce question; he hopes that it will not only remove misunderstandings but help 
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to re-establish the institution of marriage in the national life. Among the issues 
briefly discussed are the teaching of Scripture about marriage, the partnership of 
Church and State, the declarations of the bishops and the social consequences 
of divorce. A spirited but friendly reply is made to Sir Alan Herbert’s book The 
Right to Marry. (265°s) 


THE HOLY WELLS OF WALES. Francis Jones. University of Wales 
Press (Cardiff) for the Board of Celtic Studies of the University of Wales, 12s.6d. 
1954. 21}.cm. 250 pages. 6 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

With the publication of this book, the general study of ancient well culture among 

the constituent peoples of Britain has been considerably implemented. The volume 

abounds with facts and legendary material which throw interesting light on the 
evolution of well worship from pagan to modern times, and on the interrelation of 
traditions, superstitions and customs associated with wells. The author has systematic- 
ally analysed, with a wealth of oral and written evidence, the religious and historical 
circumstances that conditioned the development and decline of the well cult in 

Wales. He also pays a justifiable tribute to the stubbornness of popular beliefs which 

have survived ecclesiastical disapproval, philosophical rationalism and educational 

enlightenment, and accords them their rightful place as sources of information. 

The volume includes an inventory of Welsh wells, together with maps indicating 

their position and notable features. (299-16) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 


THE SPIRIT OF LIBERTY. Papers and Addresses of Learned Hand. 
Collected, and with an introduction and notes, by Irving Dilliard. Hamish 
Hamilton, 21s. 1954. 22cm. 316 pages. Portrait frontpiece. 

Judge Learned Hand, for many years a judge of the United States Federal Court of 

Appeals, is an outstanding American jurist and thinker. After a personal appreciation 

of Judge Hand by Irving Dilliard, this volume contains a number of papers and 

addresses on a wide variety of subjects of public interest, such as tolerance, liberty, 
justice and democratic government. There are also a number of memorial addresses. 

The contributions are written with a distinction of style and breadth of vision which 

give them lasting value. (304) 


WHITAKER’S ALMANACK, 1955. 87th annual volume. Whitaker, 
Library edition, leather bound, with 16 coloured maps, 30s.; Complete edition, 
cloth bound, 15s.; Shorter edition, paper bound, 7s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 1,190: 
1,190: 694 pages. 27 photographs. Index. 

Information concerning all countries of the world, and the United Nations and its 

subsidiary organisations, is given in this well-known annual. Various sections deal 

thoroughly with the area and population of each country, its constitution, education, 
finance, production and industry, and communications. Much of the information 
relating to Great Britain has been augmented, and attention has been paid to 
constitutional changes in many parts of the Commonwealth. The plates illustrate 
incidents in the Queen’s Commonwealth Tour and other events of interest in the 
past year. The shorter edition omits the detailed surveys of countries other than 
Great Britain, and the miscellaneous information concerning the arts, sport, societies, 


banking, etc. (305) 
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Statistics 
ANNUAL ABSTRACT OF STATISTICS. No. gr. 1954. Central 
Statistical Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 21s. 1954. 28cm. 310 pages. Index, 
Paper covers. 
All available annual figures relating to the United Kingdom for 1938 and each of 
the years 1944 to 1953, some of the tables including figures for the early months 
of 1954, are given under the headings of Area and Climate, Population and Vital 
Statistics, Social Conditions, Education, Defence, Labour, Production, Trade, 
Transport and Communications, Public Finance, Balance of Payments, National 
Income and Expenditure, Banking, Insurance, etc., and Prices. The scope of the 
Abstract is revised from time to time to include new statistical information as it 
becomes available. New tables, deletions, extended series and revisions are indicated 
in the introduction to this volume. (31472) 


THE REGISTRAR GENERAL’S STATISTICAL REVIEW OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES FOR THE YEAR 1953. Tables. Part 1. 
Medical. H.M. Stationery Office, 10s. 1954. 244m. 376 pages. Paper covers. 

Two tables presenting statistics of population are followed by twenty-seven which 

analyse the causes and incidence of death. Five tables relate to infectious disease and 

three to climatic conditions. Two appendices show the death rates per million in 

England and Wales and the changes in boundaries of counties, boroughs, urban 

districts and rural districts. From 1950 inclusive causes of death are classified according 

to the International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, 

1948. (314:2) 


Political Science 


THIS MOST FAMOUS STREAM. The Liberal Democratic Way of Life. 
Arthur R. M. Lower. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3-50. 1954. 20} cm. 
206 pages. 

The Professor of Canadian and Colonial History in Queen’s University, Kingston, 

Canada, here examines in sparkling outline the political faith of liberal democracy. 

He traces its course in Britain and in the Commonwealth and English-speaking world 

back to its Anglo-Saxon-Norman sources. Tributaries are many, Christianity of 

varying schools, parliament, the rule of law, limited monarchy, republicanism, 
responsible government, federalism and equalitarianism, the successful, varied 
development of which by the English-speaking peoples has been their supreme 

contribution to mankind. (320:1) 


AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS. An Introductory 
Survey. J. D. B. Miller. Duckworth, 15s. 1954. 224m. 240 pages. 2 maps. 
5 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Miller, who is Assistant Lecturer in International Relations at the London 
School of Economics, has expanded for this book his series of lectures to students of 
comparative government. He covers, conveniently and clearly, many aspects 
of Australian development, including political history, political parties, state and 
federal governments, the working of federalism, public administration, local 
government, and external relations. Three topics of particular significance are 
discussed in appendices—the Communist Party, the press and radio, and the trade 
unions. The book is of obvious value to students, and is an excellent general 
introduction to Australian affairs (320-994) 
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THE SOVEREIGN PEOPLE. Analysis of an Illusion. E. T. Brown. 
F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson (London), 25s. 1954. 
23 cm. 286 pages. 

Awarded the University of Melbourne, Harbison-Higinbotham Prize for Political 

Science, this book is a penetrating examination of the workings of political democracy, 

particularly in Britain and Australia. The author puts forward the view that the idea 

of political power resting with the people is largely illusory in the great modern 
democracies. All the facets of modern life, the press, party machines, and complex 
constitutions which hamper the effective exercise of the peoples’ will and result: in 
mass political inertia, are examined. Highly controversial, the book is not confined 
to destructive criticism, constructive proposals being put forward to change our 
present ‘indirect democracy’ into a democracy in the truest sense. (321-82) 


THE MIDDLE CLASS VOTE. John Bonham. Faber, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 
210 pages. 7 illustrations. Diagram. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Much is heard of the importance of the middle class vote in British parliamentary 
elections, but until now there has been little factual evidence of the proportions of 
the middle classes who vote for Labour and Conservative candidates. Dr. Bonham, 
who estimates the potential voters in the middle classes as about ten million, has 
investigated the subject with the help of over 5,000 interviews taken by the Gallup 
Poll. His findings are interesting, and the numerous individual comments which he 
quotes on the reasons for voting one way or another are as enlightening to the 
sociologist as to the politician. (324°42) 


BRITISH POST-WAR MIGRATION, Julius Isaac. Cambridge University 
Press, 308. 1954. 24cm. 330 pages. 9 charts. 105 tables. Index. Paper covers. 
(National Institute of Economic and Social Research: Occasional Papers, 17) 

Dr. Isaac, whose writings on international migration are well known, undertook 

this study while a Research Associate of the National Institute of Economic and 

Social Research. He gives a detailed analysis of the movements from and to this 

country between 1946 and 1951, quoting published official statistics and also 

information provided by government departments at home and abroad. This leads 
him to a useful discussion of the means of obtaining accurate statistics of migration for 
all likely needs, and he draws attention to various inconvenient gaps in the British 
statistics. The book is an important working tool for economists and statisticians. 


(325) 


COLONIAL RESEARCH 1953-1954. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 7s.6d. 1954. 244m. 278 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Command Paper 9303) 

As in previous years the report of the Colonial Research Council deals with research 

relating to the various Colonies not covered by the reports of the specialist advisory 

bodies which are annexed to it. The subjects comprised in the latter are: Agriculture; 

Animal Health and Forestry; Economics; Fisheries; Insecticides, Herbicides and 

Fungicides; Anti-Locust Research and Locust Control; Medical; Colonial Products; 

Social Science; and Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis research. The final section reports 

upon matters not covered by the specialist bodies: African Administration; Building 

Research; Geodetic and Topographical Surveys; Geological Surveys; Industrial and 

Engineering Research; Meteorology; Oceanography; Road Research; and Water 

Pollution Research. (325°342) 
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Economics 


HONDURAS. Economic and Commercial Conditions in Honduras, June 1954. 
J. P. Coghill for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 18.34. 1954. 244 cm. 16 pages. Map. Tables. 
Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

In recent years the chief emphasis in the expansion of the Honduranean economy has 

been on the development of road communications. Another major problem is the 

lack of adequate electric power. This report, which covers finance, production and 
industry, trade, transport and communications, emphasises that the Republic of 

Honduras enjoys a high degree of financial stability. (330°97283) 


URUGUAY. Economic and Commercial Conditions in Uruguay, May 1954. 
C. B. B. Heathcote-Smith for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 38.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 94 pages. Map. 
Tables. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

Uruguay, the smallest republic in South America, has a population of less than three 

million people. The present survey describes its economic pattern and gives particulars 

of imports and exports, agricultural and mineral resources, production and industry, 
together with other factors combined in the country’s commercial organisation. 
(330-9895) 


REASONS GIVEN FOR RETIRING OR CONTINUING AT 
WORK. Report of an Enquiry by the Ministry of Pensions and National 
Insurance. Ministry of Pensions and National Insurance. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 
1954. 244m. 142 pages 98 tables. 4 diagrams. Paper covers. 

The purpose of the Enquiry was to obtain information on the reasons which led men 

and women to retire or to continue at work after reaching minimum pension age, 

some 29,000 persons being interviewed during September-October 1953. The Report 
analyses and then deals in detail with the main reasons given and their relative 
importance among the people covered by the Enquiry, occupational, industrial and 

regional factors being taken into consideration throughout. (331-13) 


MAGNIFICENT JOURNEY. The Rise of the Trade Unions. Francis Williams. 
Odhams Press, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 448 pages. Index. 
Although there are several historical works on the British trade union movement, 
there has not until now been a well-written account intended specifically for the 
general reader. Mr. Williams, an experienced writer who is the author of War by 
Revolution, Democracy’s Last Battle and several other works, has deliberately refrained 
from loading his book with references which might repel the casual reader. He has, 
nevertheless, drawn upon authoritative sources, and his book is reliable as well as 
easy to read. It gives a full account of the unions, their leaders and their struggles, 
from’ the beginnings to the present day. (331880942) 


MONEY AND BANKING IN BRITISH COLONIAL AFRICA. 
A Study of the Monetary and Banking Systems of Eight British African 
Territories. W. T. Newlyn and D. C. Rowan. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1954. 
22} cm. 316 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A comparative study of the monetary and financial systems of Nigeria, the Gold 

Coast, the three territories of East Africa and the three territories of the Federation 

of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The operations of the various currency boards, the role 
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of overseas and indigenous banks, and of other financial institutions, are analysed. 
The concluding chapters offer proposals for monetary and financial reform, and a 
case for central banking. Whilst not advocating a Central Bank for East Africa at the 
present time, the authors do consider that such a bank for Nigeria would aid 
the economic development of that country. Apart from Mr. Sayers’ volume 
Banking in the British Commonwealth, to which Mr. Newlyn was a contributor, this 


is one of the fullest studies so far published. (332-096) 


THE PROBLEM OF THE NATIONAL DEBT. Edward Nevin. 
University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 6s. boards. 1954. 184 cm. 116 pages. 13 tables. 
Bibliography. 

The national debt, of whatever nation, tends to be accepted as settled in structure for 

all time. Now, in this small book, the Lecturer in Economics at the University College 

of Wales, Aberystwyth, puts forward original theories on the role of the debt in the 
economic system. He suggests a means of reforming its structure to agree with 
the drastic changes which have occurred in the functions which the debt performs, 
and to make adequate provision for further changes. His argument will be followed 
with interest both by economists and by the ordinary reader. (336-34) 


COSTS AND EFFICIENCY OF PIG PRODUCTION. A Comparison 
between England and Denmark. Report of an investigation made in collaboration 
with the University of Nottingham. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1954. 244m. 50 pages. 9 photographs. 2 graphs. 
Tables. Paper covers. 

This report examines British and Danish pig population and slaughtering statistics in 

order to compare the physical productivity of the breeding herds, and the costs of pig 

production in England and Denmark with a view to pinpointing the major differences 
observed. Certain outstanding features of the Danish industry are then described, 
and the report concludes with some suggestions of methods by which the efficiency 

of the production of pigmeat in Britain might be improved. (338-1764) 


KRUPPS. The Story of an Industrial Empire. Gert von Klass. Translated from 
the German by James Cleugh. Sidgwick & Jackson, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 448 pages. 
20 illustrations. 

The biography of Alfred Krupp and his descendants is inextricably bound up with the 

history of the world-famous firm which, in the hundred-and-fifty years of its 

existence, has affected so greatly the course of German foreign relations. Historians, 
business men and the general reader will appreciate this account of the firm under 
its five successive leaders. It describes the foundation of the enterprise in Essen, the 
entry of Alfred Krupp into large-scale international business in the railway develop- 
ments of the mid-nineteenth century, and the firm’s unparalleled achievements in 
the manufacture of armaments. (338-47) 


Law 


LAW REFORM COMMITTEE, THIRD REPORT. (Occupiers’ 
Liability to Invitees, Licensees and Trespassers). H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 
1954. 25cm. 44 pages. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9305) 

This important report deals with a difficult and confused aspect of English law. The 

Committce considered what improvement, elucidation, or simplification was needed 

in the law relating to the liability of occupiers of land or other property to invitees, 
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licensees and trespassers. The report, in four parts, scts out the existing law, followed 
by criticisms of this, with suggested amendments. Part III deals with injury to third 
parties, through breach of the landlord’s obligations to repair. Part TV summarises 
the Committee’s detailed recommendations for changing the law. (347°5) 


THE QUANTUM OF DAMAGES IN PERSONAL INJURY 
CLAIMS. David A. M. Kemp and Margaret Sylvia Kemp. Sweet & Maxwell, 
358. 1954. 224cm. 482 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first systematic attempt to bring together available information on the amount 

of damages awarded in cases of personal injury claims. In their search for precedent, 

the authors have worked through a great mass of material in law reports, unpublished 
judgments of the Court of Appeal, and many unauthenticated reports. The first part 
of the book discusses the principles of law applicable, and the second sets out awards 
classified under different headings, such as injuries to arms and hands, burns and 
nervous shock. The appendices bring together useful information of different aspects 
of the problem such as benefits under National Insurance Acts, rates for life annuities, 
ete. (347°5) 

Public Administration 

THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT. Sidney Hyman. Odhams Press, 18s. 
1954. 214.cm. 320 pages. Index. 

Mr. Hyman is an American with considerable political experience; he has been 

active in several campaigns, including the presidential campaigns of 1940 and 1952, 

and he collaborated with Robert Sherwood in preparing the book Roosevelt and 

Hopkins (1949). In this book he explains, in an easy but authoritative manner, how 

the Presidency works: the functions of the President as chief executive and political 

and social leader, and the importance of the Presidency as, in his opinion, America’s 
main contribution to democratic government. He gives numerous historical allusions 
and anecdotes which add to the interest for both the student and the general reader. 

(353-03) 
Military Science: Naval Forces 


FLEET AIR ARM. P. K. Kemp. Jenkins, 16s. 1954. 224. cm. 232 pages. 
33 illustrations. Index. 
This is the most complete history yet written of both the Royal Naval Air Service, 
which was started in 1914, and the Fleet Air Arm. Too little is known of the exploits 
of the R.N.A.S. in the First World War when it achieved some remarkable results in 
destroying Zeppelins in the air and in their sheds, and bombing targets in enemy 
territory. All this was accomplished with what we would now call primitive types 
of aircraft. Commander Kemp then gives accounts of the training carried out between 
the wars on more modern aircraft carriers, and follows these with the story of the 
numerous fine exploits of the Fleet Air Arm in all parts of the world during the 
Second World War. Some excellent action pictures illustrate the text. (359°93) 


Social Welfare 


THE HOSPITALS YEAR BOOK, 1954-55. An Annual Record of the 
Hospitals of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, incorporating Burdett’s Hospitals 
and Charities, founded 1889. Edited by J. F. Milne. Institute of Hospital Administrators, 
428. 1954. 24cm. 1,090 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

An introductory article by the editor reviews the life, work and achievements of the 

hospitals in the past year, and is followed by twenty sections filled with details 
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concerning the hospital service. These include directories of Government Departments 
and Statutory Bodies; Hospital Boards; boards of governors and teaching hospitals; 
voluntary hospitals, contributory and provident schemes, local health authorities and 
executive councils. Other sections give information on Whitley Councils, Isle of Man 
Health Services, Northern Ireland Hospital Services, and many other details of hospital 
economy. There is Reference Information for the Hospital Administrator, and a 
section setting out the members and organisation of the Institute of Hospital 
Administrators. (362-1058) 


THE BROMPTON HOSPITAL. The Story of a Great Adventure. 
Maurice Davidson and F. G. Rouvray. Lloyd-Luke, 21s. 1954. 254 cm. 160 pages. 
31 illustrations. Tables. 


Just over a century ago sufferers from consumption, a disease which accounted for 
one-third of Britain’s mortality, were refused admission to hospitals. Mr. Philip Rose, 
shocked that one of his clerks who became consumptive could obtain no treatment, 
sought his friends’ support in founding the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases 
of the Chest. Begun in 1842 as a hostel for twenty in-patients, Brompton Hospital 
has grown since that time into the world-renowned institution of today. This well- 
written account of it by the Consulting Physician and former House Governor 
respectively is beautifully illustrated with contemporary drawings and portraits. 


(362-19) 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
ADOPTION OF CHILDREN. Home Office and Scottish Home 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 243m. 90 pages. Tables. 
(Command Paper 9248) 

The report of a Committee, appointed in 1953, to consider the present law relating 

to the adoption of children and what changes in policy and procedure were desirable 

in the interests of the welfare of children. The report has a series of main recommenda- 
tions dealing with subjects such as the arrangement of adoptions, the probationary 
period, the guardian ad litem. The other recommendations propose a number of 
amendments to the Children Act, 1948. Appendices give relevant statistical and 
other information. (362-73) 


Education 


THE YEAR BOOK OF EDUCATION, 1954. Edited by Robert King 
Hall, N. Hans and J. A. Lauwerys. Evans Bros. in association with the University 
of London Institute of Education and Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 
638. 1954. 224cm. 644 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This issue has as its central theme the function of education in the development of 

technologically under-developed areas. There are over sixty articles reflecting 

different points of view and describing conditions in widely scattered regions. Most 
of the contributors are working overseas, and attention has been mainly directed to 
conditions in parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America. The volume is divided into 
six sections: Aims, Objectives and Implications of Technological Development; Cultural 

Change; Planning and Education; Techniques and Methods; The Agencies of Administration; 

and The Impact of Western Culture. Some of the contributions are rather technical, 

but there is much in this volume, particularly in the third and fourth sections, to 
interest all educationalists. (370°58) 
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HYGIENE AND HEALTH EDUCATION for Training Colleges 
M. B. Davies. 6th edition. Longmans, 12s. 1954. 19 cm. 448 pages. Frontispiece, 
168 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. 

This interesting textbook by the Lecturer in Health Education at S. Katharine’s 

Training College, Liverpool, gives school-teachers in training a synopsis of anatomy 

and physiology, as well as the fundamentals of hygiene. It also examines factors 

essential for the maintenance of health in school-children, discusses the commoner 
mental and physical defects, and the provision in the United Kingdom for the care 
and education of the handicapped. This edition, brought up to date, reflects current 
interest in the social background, in the education of the partially deaf, speech 
therapy and intelligence tests. (371-7) 


THE PUBLIC AND PREPARATORY SCHOOLS YEAR BOOK, 
1954-55. The official book of reference of the Headmasters’ Conference and 
of the Association of Preparatory Schools. 65th issue. Edited by J. F. Burnet 
and L. W. Taylor. Black, 18s. 1954. 19 cm. 1,100 pages. Indexes. 


Part I is devoted to Public Schools accepted as eligible for representation on the 
Headmasters’ Conference, and gives information on governing bodies, staff, nomin- 
tion and admission, entrance exminations and scholarships, fees and charges, and 
lists of honours. Part II gives information on Preparatory Schools, and includes 
further details of interest to Public and Preparatory Schools. The concluding sections 
deal mainly with careers and conditions of entry into them. This Year Book is now 
published regularly in December instead of in July. (373-058) 


LANGUAGE. Some Suggestions for Teachers of English and others in Primary 
and Secondary Schools and in Further Education. Ministry of Education. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. 1954. 214m. 176 pages. Table. Paper covers. 
(Ministry of Education Pamphlet, No. 26) 

The three purposes of this pamphlet are: to trace as simply as possible the relations 

between language, thought and culture and to illustrate the importance of language, 

and of the English language in particular, in world developments; to make some 
suggestions for teaching the mother tongue (with a reference to French in France); 
and to illustrate the contribution of imaginative literature and of broadcasting to 
education and, in particular, to the practice of speaking and writing. (375°) 


Commerce 

COMMONWEALTH TRADE 1953-54. Commonwealth Economic 
Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. 1954. 24cm. 30 pages. Tables. 
Paper covers. 

This memorandum summarises, very briefly, the changes which have taken place in 

trade in the major self-governing countries of the Commonwealth during 1953-54, 

with chapters on the Colonial territories and on Commonwealth markets. 


(382) 


SELL’S BRITISH EXPORTERS’ REGISTER AND NATIONAL 
DIRECTORY, 1954. Founded by Henry Sell. 37th issue. Busines 
Dictionaries, 70s. 1954. 25$.cm. 1,030 pages. Indexes. 

Revised and extended, this volume provides buyers and sellers abroad with reliable 


information concerning the leading makers of, and dealers in, all kinds of goods 
produced in the United Kingdom. The information includes: alphabetical lists of 
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British exporters and importers, and their cable addresses; alphabetical index to trade 
headings; classified British export section (an important feature); brands and trade 
marks; international trade section; and useful indexes to trades, in French, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Italian. A new feature is an Aviation Supplement, classified by trades, 
which is a buyer’s guide to the British aircraft industry. (382-058) 


MEDIEVAL MERCHANT VENTURERS. Collected _ studies. 
E. Carus-Wilson. Methuen, 30s. 1954. 22cm. 344 pages. Frontispiece. 6 maps 
and charts. Indexes. 

These essays on seemingly unrelated subjects have an underlying theme in common. 

The first treats of the growth of Bristol and its overseas trade connections, especially 

with Gascony and Iceland, which formed the basis of an Atlantic trade that was later 

to expand dramatically. This traffic was founded on the export of manufactured 
woollens, and thus leads on to essays on the development of the industry and the 
organisation of the Merchant Adventurers. These associations took shape first in 

London and later in Bristol, York and elsewhere when the manufactured article had 

replaced raw wool as the principal English export. The book deals with the main- 

springs of English medieval activity in a lucid and engaging style, without thereby 

losing authority. (382-0942) 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY AND THE ECONOMY OF 
BENGAL FROM 1704 TO 1740. Sukumar Bhattacharya. Luzac, 21s. 
1954. 22$cm. 234 pages. Plate. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This welcome account of the economic history of Bengal covers a period about 

which little information has been available. In writing it the author, who is Professor 

of History at Asutosh College and Lecturer in Calcutta University, supplemented 
the small amount of material available in India by using the Bengal Public 

Consultations and other records in London in the India Office Library, the Public 

Record Office and the British Museum. He describes the trade of the East India 

Company and of Portuguese, Dutch, French and other traders in Bengal, shows 

how currency difficulties were overcome, and briefly surveys Bengal’s economic 

conditions in general. (382-0954) 


WEST AFRICAN TRADE. A Study of Competition, Oligopoly and 
Monopoly in a Changing Economy. P. T. Bauer. Cambridge University Press, 
$58. 1954. 234.cm. 466 pages. 7 charts. 47 tables. Index. 

The author, who is a Lecturer in Economics in the University of Cambridge, began 

this investigation of the structure of West African trade, and especially of monopolistic 

tendencies, at the request of the Colonial Office. He has gathered a most impressive 
amount of information on the composition of the country’s imports, exports and 
internal trade, the marketing arrangements, the supply of banking and shipping 
services, and so on, and the policies of the statutory marketing boards, and he 
discusses fully the economics of marketing reform. The book contains numerous 
statistical tables, and is a valuable reference work for economists, business men and 
others. (382-0966) 


EARLY AMERICAN TRADE WITH MAURITIUS. Edited by 
A. Toussaint. Esclapon (Port Louis, Mauritius), 10s. 1954. 24cm. 86 pages. 
(Mauritius Archives Publications) 

This valuable publication under the able editorship of the Chief Archivist of Mauritius 

opens with an introduction on the history of the commercial activity of the island, 








and then prints thirty-eight documents, hitherto inaccessible, selected from both the 
Archives of Mauritius and the National Archives of America at Washington. 
The period covered is 1793-1803. (382-096982) 


PURE SCIENCE 


A TREASURY OF SCIENCE. Edited by Harlow Shapley, Samuel Rapport 
and Helen Wright. 3rd edition, revised, with new material on electronics, nuclear 
physics and contemporary medicine and a new section on science and the future. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia and London), 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 666 pages. 

A complete refutation of any suggestion that scientists cannot write good literature 

is provided by this anthology of scientific writings. It is doubtful whether it does, as is 

claimed, give a connected picture of the universe, but it certainly provides intelligent 
cople with entertaining and instructive excerpts which will greatly widen their 

Eoeeiiden and provide pleasure and recreation. The essays selected are all in readily 

understandable language. This third edition contains extra material on atomic 

science, chemotherapy, new surgical techniques, computing machines and inter- 

planetary flight. (504) 


LABORATORY AND WORKSHOP NOTES, 1950-1952. A third 
selection reprinted from the Journal of Scientific Instruments. Compiled and edited 
by Ruth Lang for the Institute of Physics. Edward Arnold, 30s. 1954. 22} cm. 
292 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The present volume, containing 118 short articles chosen by the editor, maintains the 

high standard set by its predecessors. The first two sections, dealing with mechanical 

design and laboratory tools, contain numerous hints to assist the experimenter, in 
addition to descriptions of methods and principles. Other sections deal with optical 
and thermal devices and techniques; with infra-red spectroscopy; with devices using 
fluids and with vacuum techniques and devices. The last quarter of the book is devoted 
to electrical techniques. It should be read, or possessed for reference purposes, by 
anyone who works in a laboratory or non-routine workshop. (507-2) 


Mathematics 


MINDS AND MACHINES. W. Sluckin. Penguin Books, 2s. 1954. 18 cm. 
224 pages. 8 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
A British psychologist, previously trained in electrical engincering, presents here a 
remarkably lucid description of mechanical computers and machines that simulate 
living activities, gives a bricf account of cybernetics and information theory, and 
discusses their relevance in psychological views on mental activity and consciousness. 
His exposition requires equipment in mathematics or electronics. Clarity is the key- 
note, and the book to some extent oversimplifies the philosophical problems; but 
as an introduction for the uninformed but alert reader it could hardly be bettered. 


(510-78) 


MATHEMATICS OF ENGINEERING SYSTEMS (Linear and Non- 
Linear). Derek F. Lawden. Methuen, 30s. 1954. 22} cm. 388 pages. Numerous 
diagrams. Index. 

Written for students who have completed the mathematics of the first part of an 

engineering degree course, this book gathers together a number of mathematical 

methods which may be used to analyse the behaviour of a large diversity of physical 
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systems, such as electronic amplifiers and oscillators, electric circuits, servomechanisms 
and regulators, etc. A modern course of applied mathematics is thus formed covering 
linear differential equations with constant coefficients, Fourier analysis and non-linear 
equations. There are not many books dealing with non-linear equations at this level, 
and the present volume will be a welcome addition. The author is a Senior Lecturer 
in Mathematics at the College of Technology, Birmingham. ($17°3) 


Astronomy 
SUNS, MYTHS AND MEN. Patrick Moore. Muller, 12s.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 
192 pages. 8 woodcuts. Index. 

The title hides a book on astronomy written in a simple and pleasing manner for the 
general reader without any sacrifice of accuracy. The first part presents a brief history 
of astronomy, in which the changing attitude of men towards celestial phenomena is 
outlined. There follows a section on our present knowledge of the universe, and the 
final section deals soberly with the possibility of space travel. (523-09) 


PHYSICS OF THE PLANET MARS. An Introduction to Areophysics. 
Gérard de Vaucouleurs. Translated from the French by the author with the 
assistance of Mrs. G. Simionow. Faber, 50s. 1954. 224 cm. 366 pages. 39 illustrations. 
61 diagrams. 32 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The author deplores the fact that young ‘areographers’ often embark upon their work 

ignorant of what has already been accomplished; with this book at hand, no such lapse 

should now occur. It is a detailed and largely critical survey of work done since about 

1920 under the headings: The Atmosphere of Mars; The Climatology of Mars; The 

Polar Caps . . . . of Mars; The Surface of Mars; The Internal Constitution of Mars. 

A summary, an ‘outline for a research programme’ and a reference list containing 

115 entries are also included. This is a research tool, but of interest also to the physicist 

in his general reading. It was first published in France in 1951; this English edition 

has been revised and brought up to date to the end of 1952. (523-4) 


Physics 
SCIENCE AND THE COMMON UNDERSTANDING. The B.B.C. 
Reith Lectures, 1953. J. Robert Oppenheimer. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
1954. 19cm. 136 pages. Bibliography. 
These six lectures, here printed as broadcast, were designed to show that the new 
things learnt in atomic physics provide valid and much needed analogies to human 
problems at present beyond the boundaries of science. Unfortunately for the general 
reader, the choice of subject was such that only those who have made extensive studies 
in the field of physics are sufficiently familiar with many of the technical terms used 
to be able to follow the author with ease. In addition to holding many academic posts, 
the author was director, between 1943 and 1945, of the laboratory at Los Alamos in 
New Mexico where the first atomic bombs were made. ($39°7) 


Chemistry 

FROM CLASSICAL TO MODERN CHEMISTRY. Some Historical 
Sketches. A. J. Berry. Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1954. 224. 0m. 264 pages. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

This book deals with the historical development of certain branches of chemical science 

not already adequately treated in the author’s Modern Chemistry: Some Sketches of its 
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Historical Development. Although intended primarily for senior students of chemistry, 
it contains three chapters devoted to the theory of heat, aspects of classical electricity 
and electrolysis, and physical optics and chemistry, that will appeal to physicists and 
chemists alike. The remaining chapters deal with molecular magnitudes, analytical 
chemistry, chemical formulae, valency, radicals and constitution and kinetic chemistry. 
Anyone requiring more detailed information on particular topics will be 
grateful for the many references to original sources given at the end of each chapter. 
This is a worthy addition to the literature of the history of chemistry. (540-9) 


AN ADVANCED TREATISE ON PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY. 
Vol. 5. Molecular Spectra and Structure Dielectrics and Dipole Moments. 
J. R. Partington. Longmans, 80s. 1954. 254 cm. $76 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The subject matter of this further instalment of Professor Partington’s remarkable 

work is indicated in the title of it. The author has himself made notable contributions 

to some of the topics discussed. The volume will be needed by those teaching physical 
chemistry at an advanced level, and by students and research workers specialising in 
physical and theoretical chemistry. It should also be found in the libraries of rescarch 
laboratories. A valuable feature of it, as of the other volumes, is the lucid and careful 
treatment of the mathematical apparatus required for work on the subject matter, 
particularly in application of the valency bond or molecular orbital theories. —_ (541) 


SOLVENT PROPERTIES OF AMPHIPHILIC COMPOUNDS. 
P. A. Winsor. Butterworth, 40s. 1954. 25 cm. 218 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The author presents a broad survey of the solvent properties of these compounds 

from the point of view of phase behaviour, physical properties, and solubilising action. 

Treatment is largely of a fundamental theoretical nature but this will enhance rather 

than detract from the value of the work. The earliest compounds in this class in 

common use are the soaps. The author, however, has extended the theoretical 
considerations to cover detergent solutions, hydrotropic salts and non-ionic emulsifiers. 

His monograph successfully presents a fully integrated picture of value not only 

to the fundamental research worker but also to those applying these principles to 

industrial practice. The work is well documented with references to the original 
literature and many clear illustrations and diagrams serve to amplify and clarify the 
text. Of particular value is the comprehensive formula index covering the many 

classes of compounds concerned. (541-37) 


PROGRESS IN STEREOCHEMISTRY. Edited by W. Klyne. Butterworth, 
$0s. 1954. 25cm. 388 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
(Progress Series, No. 1) 

Most of the contributors to this volume have played a significant part in bringing 

about the advances which they discuss (ranging roughly over the last twenty years). 

There is no other recent book in the English language covering similar matter. It is 

concerned with the shape of molecules, conformation of six-membered ring systems, 

stereochemistry and reaction mechanisms, kinetics, spectroscopic properties, bond 
lengths and valency angles, the stereochemistry of complex angles, high molecular 
weight compounds and enzyme reactions. There are also important chapters on the 
correlation of configurations and on the stereochemistry of the hydrogen bond. 
The treatment is clear and the matter concisely presented—here and there it might 


810 








well have been expanded. The chapter bibliographies are comprehensive and well 
up to date. This is an advanced textbook which will prove of great value both to 
chemistry Honours students and to research workers. ($47°92) 


THE STRUCTURAL CHEMISTRY OF PROTEINS. H. D. Springall. 
Butterworth, 458. 1954. 224 cm. 386 pages. 115 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Indexes. 

The author, who is Professor of Chemistry at the University College of North 

Staffordshire, has produced a useful concise review of the present state of knowledge 

in structural protein chemistry. Intended primarily as a textbook for those reading 

for an Honours degree in chemistry, it will also appeal to academic and research 
workers interested in this field. Following a general introduction, the author reviews 
in some detail recent work on selected topics, particularly on peptide syntheses, 
fibrous proteins, globular proteins and on the analytical chemistry of proteins and 
amino acids. There are numerous references to the original literature, and clear 
and explicit diagrams and illustrations do much to enhance the book’s value. (547-92) 


Geology Oceanography Meteorology 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF GEOLOGY. J. K. Kirkaldy. Hutchinson, 
2§8. 1954. 24cm. 328 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index (including Glossary). 

A sound general introduction to the subject, suitable for undergraduates beginning a 

study of geology, but probably more useful as a textbook for geography students 

requiring a not very detailed background of geological knowledge. Denudation 
and earth movement comprise about one third of the work. There are short sections 
on palaeontology, geophysics, petrology, and on mineralogy where the introduction 
to the problems of crystallography is perhaps the most skilfully written part of the 


book. (550) 


UNDERWATER EXPLORATION: a History. Philippe Diolé. Translated 
from the French by H. M. Burton. Elek Books, 13s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 118 pages. 
18 illustrations (some in colour). Diagram. 2 tables. Bibliography. 

It will no doubt surprise many readers to learn how long is the history of underwater 

exploration. M. Diolé begins with Cretan diver. for mother-of-pearl, and carries 

the theme through the jong series of experiments with submarine craft to the latest 

‘free’ diving with the aqualung. He also glances at some of the possibilities opened 

up by a thorough exploitation of the sea. Though occasionally rather scrappy, his 

book does convey the fascination of this field of research, in which the French are 

prominent. The illustrations make it all appear too easy. (551-46) 


FURTHER OUTLOOK. F. H. Ludlam and R. S. Scorer. Introduction by 
Sir David Brunt. Wingate, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 174 pages. 25 photographs. 
25 diagrams. Index. 

A discussion of physical processes in the atmosphere for the intelligent reader. The 

chapters on weather forecasting and control are excellent. The authors give more 

space and a more detailed treatment to cloud phenomena and winds than is usual 
in such a book, and their work has the commendable qualities of frankness and 
humility, for the lack of which so much science writing for non-scientists fails to 
make its intended impact. ($51°5) 
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ANCIENT AUSTRALIA. The Story of its Past Geography and Life 
Charles F. Laseron. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 255, 
1954. 224 cm. 224 pages. 32 illustrations. 12 maps. Diagram. Bibliography. Index 

In his previous book, The Face of Australia, the author told the story of the Australian 

landscape as it is now. In the present work, he reconstructs the geography and life 

of Australia, period by period, from the remotest past. He tells the story in non- 
technical language to appeal to the general reader and makes numerous comparisons 
with events occurring and forms of life appearing and disappearing in other parts 
of the world. The book is illustrated with line drawings, maps, and photographs 
from the collection in the Australian Museum. (559°4) 


Biology 


ACTIVE TRANSPORT AND SECRETION. Edited by R. Brown 
and J. F. Danielli. Cambridge University Press, 45s. 1954. 25}m. $24 pages 
3 photographs. Numerous diagrams. Tables. (Symposia of the Society for Experimental 
Biology, No. 8) 
The Society for Experimental Biology has published a series of symposia important 
to all research and teaching biologists. The papers in this volume are concerned with 
the intricacies of the phenomena which used to be labelled ‘osmotic’. The passage 
of various substances and ions through organic membranes underlies all problems of 
secretion and chemical co-ordination in organisms, especially those involved in the 
evolution of terrestrial and freshwater from marine forms. This volume report 
the latest facts and ideas on this fundamental subject. ($74°1) 


Zoology 


THE NATURAL REGULATION OF ANIMAL NUMBERS. 
David Lack. Oxford University Press, 35s. 1954. 25 cm. 352 pages. 1 illustration 
in colour. Diagrams. Maps. 39 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Dr. Lack, now Director of the Edward Grey Institute for Field Ornithology at Oxford, 

is known to amateur and professional naturalists for his work on the life-history and 

behaviour of the robin and on the evolutionary problem of speciation in birds. 

His latest field of activity concerns the factors which control natural populations of 

animals, with special attention to birds. Ecology is undergoing rapid expansion and 

there is a race between the collection of facts and the formulation of ideas. Dr. Lack 
has performed the useful task of surveying most of the facts so far gathered about 
birds and considering them in the light of his own ideas about how populations 
regulate their numbers. Thus his book is at once a work of reference and a valuable 
stimulus to thought. It will appeal not only to professional ecologists, but to many 
of the more thoughtful amateur naturalists. (s91°5} 


ASPECTS OF DEEP SEA BIOLOGY. N. B. Marshall. Hutchinson, 355. 
1954. 23}. cm. 380 pages. Numerous illustrations (5 in colour) by Olga Marshall. 
Diagrams. Maps. Bibliography. Index (including Glossary). 

One need not be a naturalist to thrill to the remarkable discoveries that have been 

made in the last seventy years concerning marine abyssal faunas. Statements that all 

life at these depths was inconceivable have been refuted by a series of research 
expeditions demonstrating the remarkable conquest by animals of this unpromising 
environment. General readers of this account will be fascinated by the sensory 
adaptations such as phosphorescent organs; and the professional biologist will be 
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equally fascinated by the discussion of the hydrostatic problems that have been 
solved. The author deals in clear and relatively untechnical language with the 
practical progress of the research and the accompanying posing and solution of 
physiological problems. (sors) 


THE BLUE CONTINENT. Folco Quilici. Translated from the Italian. 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 1954. 26 cm. 178 pages. 61 photographs (26 in colour). 
1 drawing. 2 diagrams. 
The author was a member of an Italian scientific expedition to the Red Sea, one of the 
objects of which was to collect marine fauna from this fascinating part of the world. 
This was certainly achieved and the descriptions of the many kinds of fish and 
invertebrates break new ground in orthodox zoological research. The book will 
appeal to the general reader, too, for its immense zest; here are grown-up small boys 
enjoying themselves and making a great adventure (as indeed it was) out of twisting 
a shark’s tail. The many excellent photographs are an outstanding feature of the 
book. (sor-9) 


A NATURALIST’S LIFE OF NEW YORK. William Beebe. Bodley Head, 
12s.6d. 1954. 224.cm. 176 pages. 28 drawings by Donald T. Carlisle. 
The author’s most famous explorations have been among the animals of the ocean 
abyss, but this is a light-hearted work which takes as its thread the zoological record, 
past and present, of New York and its environs. The reader is introduced in imagina- 
tion to previous geological eras, to the depths of the ocean near by and to the limits 
of microscopic vision. The theme is that New York teems with animal life, hidden 
either because it is too small, too old, too familiar and so on. It is not a serious book, 
but the general reader will constantly be brought up against some remarkable and 
paradoxical fact of natural history which will make him think. (591-9747) 


THE EVOLUTION OF AN INSECT SOCIETY. Derek Wragge 
Morley. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1954. 22$cm. 216 pages. $7 illustrations. 
3 tables. Index. 
The author, whose two recent books on ants in the New Naturalist and Penguin 
series are well known, here follows them with a study of a social unit of wood ants’ 
nests. Much of his information is from first-hand observation and will stimulate 
naturalists to check his conclusions. In his account of the organisation of the Surrey 
wood ant community, Mr. Morley reflects on related species and the probable 
family tree of ants, and reconstructs the possible evolution of the peculiar social 
system of ants. (s95°7) 


SQUIRRELS. Monica Shorten. Collins, 15s. 1954. 20}0m. 224 pages. 
32 photographs. 22 text figures and maps. 10 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
(New Naturalist) 

Both the serious ecologist and the general reader will appreciate the author’s achieve- 

ments in studying the natural history of Britain’s native red squirrel and the introduced 

grey squirrel. The introduction of the latter, American, species to British fauna has 
provided a splendid natural experiment in measuring competition. Miss Shorten’s 
surveys, following up the earlier surveys of A. D. Middleton, have given a picture 
as complete as it can be of the process of replacement by an invading species, and she 
makes a sane contribution to the economic implications. The general biology of both 
squirrels is covered. (s99°32) 
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APPLIED SCIENCE 


A HISTORY OF TECHNOLOGY. Edited by Charles Singer, E. J. Holmyard 
and A. R. Hall. Vol. 1. From Early Times to Fall of Ancient Empires. Oxford 
University Press, 1478. 1954. 25}cm. 884 pages. 8 pages of maps. 36 plates. 
$70 text figures. Indexes. 

Endowed by Imperial Chemical Industries as a contribution to technical education, 

this history is to be completed in five volumes covering the subject from the Old 

Stone Age to the later nineteenth century. The main object is ‘to provide students 

of technology and applied science with some humane and historical background 

for their studies’. The emphasis is upon how things have been done or made. The 
sub-title gives the period covered by this first volume, shown in greater detail in the 
chronological tables preceding the text. The book is divided into seven sections: 

Basic Social Factors; Food-collecting Stage; Domestic Activities; Specializing 

Industries; Utilization of Metals; Transport; and The Preparation for Science, each 

of which contains chapters written by experts. Since full bibliographies exist elsewhere, 

they are not provided here but there are short reading lists at the end of many of the 


chapters. (609) 
Medical Sciences Public Health 


PROGRESS IN NURSING. A Survey of Recent Developments in Medicine 
and Surgery. Edited by Alan Moncrieff and K. A. B. Fowler. Edward 
Amold, 18s. 1954. 22cm. 278 pages. 27 illustrations. Index. 

Developments leading up to the present position in each of the specialties, exclusive 

of midwifery, are reviewed in the nineteen essays which make up this stimulating, 

attractive volume for nurses, edited jointly by Professor Moncrieff, Physician to 
the Hospital for Sick Children, and a sister tutor of Middlesex Hospital, London. 

Each contribution is written by a medical authority generally assisted by a nurse. 

Recent treatment is fully described, special attention being given to biochemical 

aspects and to the importance of understanding the patient’s human needs. (610-73) 


MEASUREMENT OF MORBIDITY. A Report of the Statistics 
Sub-Committee of the Registrar General’s Advisory Committee on Medical 
Nomenclature and Statistics. General Register Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.6d. 1954. 244m. 16 pages. Paper covers. (Studies on Medical and Population 
Subjects, No. 8) 

The members of the Committee hope that the production of this Report and the 

experiments and discussions to which it leads may constitute a step forward towards 

a standard international usage of suitable definitions formulated for the statistical 

appraisal of sickness. Hitherto there has been some lack of agreement about the 

appropriate measurements of morbidity which should be applied and the appropriate 
way of describing them. A standard usage of definitions throughout the world 
would contribute much towards the building up of new knowledge and, ultimately, 

the saving of life and health. (6141) 


COMMITTEE ON AIR POLLUTION: REPORT. Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, Scottish Office, and Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 80 pages. Chart. Tables. Paper covers. 
(Command Paper 9322) 

Appointed in July 1953 ‘to examine the nature, causes and effects of air pollution 

and the efficacy of present preventive measures; to consider what further preventive 
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measures are practicable; and to make recommendations’, the Committee published 
an Interim Report in December 1953 summarising the position as it then appeared. 
This final report presents the salient features of the problem as a whole, with the 
Committee’s conclusions and recommendations, under the headings: The Nature 
and Effects of Air Pollution; Industrial Smoke; Grit and Dust; Pollution from Special 
Processes; Sulphur Pollution; Railway Smoke; Motor Vehicle Exhausts; Domestic 
Smoke; Legislation; and Administration. (614-7) 


THE SMALLEST ROOM. John Pudney. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1954. 
21cm. 150 pages. Drawings by David Knight. 
Chic Sale, American author of The Specialist (1929) was Mr. Pudney’s predecessor in 
examining the character of sanitary conveniences. He has an honoured place in this 
new and engaging record, though more extended appraisal is properly given to 
Sir John Harington (1561-1612) who is credited with the invention of the “smallest 
room’. Starting in Minoan Crete, Mr. Pudney brings his story right up to date, 
not omitting to mention the arrangements in Westminster Abbey on Coronation 
Day, 1953. The building of a convenience on his own premises provides an 
excuse to introduce some amusing contemporary characters. Mr. David Knight's 
line drawings add enjoyment to the theme. (614-764) 


THROUGH A CITY ARCHWAY. The Story of Allen and Hanburys, 
1715-1954. Desmond Chapman-Huston and Ernest C. Cripps. Murray, 253. 
1954. 22}.cm. 342 pages. 49 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

From an eighteenth century pharmacy with ‘its stuffed crocodile athwart the entrance’ 

is a far cry to the highly organised pharmaceutical firm of Allen and Hanburys today. 

The authors have developed and continued the story which was begun in an earlier 

volume, Plough Court, and the result is a detailed description of the history of pharmacy 

during the past two hundred years. The book is well illustrated and does credit 

not only to its authors but to a firm whose reputation is world-wide. (615) 


A SYNOPSIS OF MEDICINE. Sir Henry Letheby Tidy. 10th edition, 
revised and enlarged. Wright (Bristol), 35s. 1954. 19 cm. 1,274 pages. Index. 
Like its companion, Hey Groves’ Synopsis of Surgery, and other volumes of the 
Synopsis series, “Tidy’ is designed to supplement the standard textbooks, to assist 
students in revision and to provide a rapid reference work for practitioners. The 
material is assembled in summary form, set out in short paragraphs, and numbered 
sub-paragraphs, with headings and sub-headings in different types. The author, who 
efficiently covers pathology, symptoms and physical signs, diagnosis, complications 
and treatment, has rewritten much of the material for this edition, including the 
sections dealing with typhoid fever; circulatory and heart failure, the anaemias, 
endocrines and nervous system. (616) 


LEG ULCERS. Their Causes and Treatment. $. T. Anning. Churchill, 18s. 
1954. 224.cm. 186 pages. 42 illustrations. 28 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Dr. Anning co-ordinates his experience of treating 1,026 unselected cases in a leg 
ulcer clinic with his wide reading in world literature. He is mainly concerned with 
the aetiology and treatment of common ulcers resulting from ‘a defective venous 
return of blood from the lower limb’ and from arterial disease. Against an historical 
background, which adds greatly to the interest of the monograph, he deals fully with 
the causes and results of the failure of the leg muscle pump, conditions causing 
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venous thrombosis and its pathology, and with arterial disease and leg ulcers. He most 
carefully analyses other aetiological factors, such as heredity, constitution, occupation, 
and fertility in his female cases. For the practitioner, the detailed discussion of treatment 
is most valuable; the specialist will appreciate the excellent documentation. (616-1) 


HAEMATOLOGICAL TECHNIQUE for Medical Laboratory Technicians 
and Medical Students. E. M. Darmady and S. G. T. Davenport. Churchill, 18s. 
1954. 25 cm. 206 pages. 4 plates in colour. 23 diagrams in text. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This essentially practical guide gives enough of the basic principles of disease 

mechanisms to render haematological technique intelligible and describes in detail 

each stage of the tests used in haematological diagnosis. The subject is logically 
developed from a consideration of the healthy cell to abnormalities and specific 
diseases. Blood coagulation is fully treated, the problems of malaria are outlined, 
and a chapter on the theory of errors as applied to procedures is included. This should 
prove a reliable textbook for the relevant examination of the Institute of Medical 
Laboratory Technology. (616-15) 


DEMONSTRATIONS OF PHYSICAL SIGNS IN CLINICAL 
SURGERY. Hamilton Bailey assisted by Allan Clain. 12th edition. 
Wright (Bristol), 38s.6d. 1954. 22}cm. 468 pages. 681 illustrations (some in 
colour). Glossary. Index. 

While Mr. Hamilton Bailey’s clinical experience has increased the value of successive 

editions of this textbook for undergraduate and postgraduate students, its popularity 

is also due to its ‘demonstration’ form, concise style, clearly headed paragraphs, and 
copious and excellent illustrations. Its aim is to train students to elicit physical signs 
and from the data to reach a correct surgical diagnosis, relying only on their mental 
acumen and the simplest instruments; diagnosis "with the aid of the more complex 
instruments is outside the book’s scope. This revised edition, a pleasing production, 
has new chapters on the orbit and supplementary physical signs, and among other 
new material introduces up-to-date methods for the examination of the spine and 
sacro-iliac joints. (617) 


CHIROPODY: THEORY AND PRACTICE. Franklin Charlesworth. 
4th edition. Actinic Press, 45s. 1954. 25cm. $16 pages. 18 plates in colour. 
224 illustrations. Index. 

Mr. Charlesworth, who has contributed much to the organisation and recognition 

of his profession, bases his textbook on the two-year training courses given in the East 

Lancashire Foot Hospital School of Chiropody, of which he is Director of Studies. 

Anatomy and physiology, medicine, pathology and general and regional surgery are 

fully dealt with as far as they have any bearing on chiropody. A thorough study of the 

lower limb in health and disease, of methods and mechanics, and a section devoted 
to materia medica are included. This revised, up-to-date and well illustrated edition 
must prove of great value to practising chiropodists as well as to students. _ (617°3) 


DENTAL MATERIA MEDICA, PHARMACOLOGY AND 
THERAPEUTICS. Walter J. Dilling and Samuel Hallam. 4th edition, revised 
by Nancy V. Dilling with the assistance of E. J. Wayne and G. L. Roberts. 
Cassell, 22s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 424 pages. Index. 

In this practical textbook for dental students and reference work for dental surgeons, 

the therapeutic classification facilitates comparison of the action, defects and clinical 
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value of each group of drugs, which are reliably and fully described, and thus assist 
in the correct choice of medicament for the individual case. The advances of the 
eight years which have elapsed since the previous edition are reflected in many 
rewritten or new sections, such as those on the antibiotics, haemostatics, analgesics, 
anticoagulants, muscle relaxants and respiratory and circulatory stimulants. English 
and Latin titles, with recognized abbreviations, are used, and both metric and imperial 
dosages are given. (617°6) 


Engineering 

HYDRAULIC OPERATION AND CONTROL OF MACHINES. 
lan McNeil. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1954. 224. cm. 336 pages. 27 illustrations. 
103 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The author’s aim has been to fill the gap between the general textbooks on hydraulics 

and the theoretical treatment of hydraulic control systems. Whilst the book is, to 

some extent, a compilation, the material has been collected from many scattered 

sources. It is well presented, clearly illustrated, and gives a useful survey of the subject 

with a deliberate leaning to the practical aspects that will appeal to the designer and to 

those interested in the application of fluid pressure for control purposes. (621-2) 


— Electrical 

GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION. C. S. Beckett. 3rd edition. 
Blackie, 8s.6d. 1954. 224m. 134 pages. Numerous diagrams. Tables. Index. 
(Blackie’s Electrical Engineering Series) 

In the limited space available, this book covers most of the essential features of current 

practice in generation and transmission and presents, in a concise form, the information 

necessary for a general knowledge of these subjects. The book will be useful not only 

to the student reading Electrical Power for a Higher National Certificate or Engineer- 

ing Degree, but also to engineers associated with this branch of the electrical industry ; 

it serves as a valuable introduction to more specialised textbooks. (621-31) 


ACTIVE NETWORKS. V.C. Rideout. Constable, 42s. 1954. 224 cm. $02 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Constable’s Electrical Engineering 
Series) 

An excellent textbook, intended for those who are familiar with the physics of vacuum 

tubes and fundamentals of passive networks and who are thus ready to study combina- 

tions of these elements into active networks. It is very up to date and deals inter alia 
with such topics as noise and information theory, transistors, magnetic amplifiers, 
frequency shift keying, wave-shaping circuits, relaxation oscillators, etc. Each chapter 
is accompanied by a bibliography and examples with answers. The book should 
prove invaluable to senior students of electrical communication. (621-38) 


—— Naval 

RIGS AND RIGGING OF YACHTS. D. Phillips-Birt. Adlard Coles in 
association with Harrap, 42s. 1954. 254 cm. 208 pages. 69 photographs. 46 diagrams. 
12 sail plans. Tables. Index. 

This book is designed for the yachtsman who is either bent upon building his own 

craft, or who is sufficiently interested in the technical details of what goes to the 

efficient sailing equipment of a modern yacht to wish to know the latest and best 

modern practice. Since, in such treatises, a good photograph is a distinct aid to 

the text, those which have been taken specially for this book by Mr. Frank Hall are of 
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particular value. The author writes as a a naval architect; those with the 
necessary background to enable them to follow his sail-plans and specifications will be 
rewarded by his clarity and his freedom from prejudice in welcoming technical and 
material developments likely to be successful, from whatever quarter they may 
come. (623-822) § 
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SURVEY OF FIRE APPLIANCES. Instructions to Surveyors. Ministry | 
of Transport and Civil Aviation. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 214 cm, 
92 pages. Tables. Index. Paper covers. E 

Issued by the Ministry for the guidance of their Marine Surveyors in surveying ships’ § 

fire appliances for the purposes of the Merchant Shipping (Fire Appliances) Rules, § 

1952, these forty-six instructions are also of use to shipowners, shipbuilders and others | 

concerned, in showing the procedure adopted. All forms of fire extinguishers are 

dealt with, together with miscellaneous appliances, and there are six appendices 

containing relevant information of interest. (623-86) 


we 


—— Transportation 
FURTHER STUDIES IN THE COMPACTION OF SOIL AND 
THE PERFORMANCE OF COMPACTION PLANT. W. A. Lewis 
for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Road Research 
Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 244 cm. $2 pages. 18 photographs. 
18 diagrams in text. 9 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Road Research Technical 
Paper, No. 33) 
Research and full-scale investigations into all aspects of the achievement of an adequate 
state of compaction of the soil in road embankments and subgrades has been in 
progress for a number of years, and since 1946 a comprehensive study has been made 
of the compaction obtained from a wide range of machines in common use in 
Great Britain. The objects of this paper are to discuss the factors affecting the choice 
of moisture content and state of compaction and to make available the results of 
investigations that have been carried out with compaction plant subsequent to the 
publication of Road Research Technical Paper, No. 17. (625-73) 


—— Sanitary 

REPORT OF AN INFORMAL WORKING PARTY ON THE 
TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE SLUDGE. Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1954. 24} cm. 
68 pages. 12 tables. Paper covers. 


With the objects of assisting the national economy and of affording information to 
operators and designers of sewage treatment works, authority was given in October 
1951 for the formation of a working party to study existing methods of sewage 
sludge treatment and disposal in Britain, the cost of such treatment and the production 
and sale of by-products. Similar information of methods practised abroad was also 
studied, The main conclusions and recommendations emphasise the most important 
factors which should guide designers and operators on the subject. (628-3) § 


Aeronautics 
CANADA’S FLYING HERITAGE. Frank H. Ellis. University of Toronto 


Press (Toronto, Canada), $7°95. 1954. 284.cm. 404 pages. Over 200 illustrations. 
Index. 
This is an exhaustive aviation history by a pioncer pilot, veteran of the First World 
War. He was the first Canadian to parachute from a plane in Canada. His interest 
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in aviation and the articles he wrote led to a vast correspondence, the resultant data 
forming the core of the book. Emphasis is on people and events from 1907 to 1929, 
and much valuable detailed material has been rescued from oblivion. Unique 
photographs add greatly to the work’s prestige. Appendices include lists of the 


McKee and Webster trophy awards. (629-10971) 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED 
ON 13TH MARCH, 1954, TO THE CONSTELLATION AIRCRAFT 
G-ALAM [IN THE] COLONY OF SINGAPORE. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 1954. 25cm. 56 pages. 4 diagrams. Paper covers. 
(Colonial 312) 

This tragedy, which occurred in March, 1954, when a Constellation aircraft of 

British Overseas Airways Corporation crashed on landing at Kallang Airport, 

Singapore, with the loss of thirty-three lives, provoked world interest and the report 

of the public enquiry therefore calls for special public attention. This publication is 

confined to the report of the Commissioner who sat with two Assessors, one of 
whom was in the service of the Dutch K.L.M. line. The evidence of the seventy-seven 

witnesses who were heard is not printed here. (629-125) 


ALL ABOUT AIRCRAFT. D. M. Desoutter. Faber, 25s. 1954. Obl. 19 cm. 
484 pages. Numerous photographs and diagrams. Tables. Index. 

In view of the drastic changes in the design of aircraft and their propulsion units 
during the past few years an up-to-date manual on these subjects is welcome. 
Photographs and diagrams illustraie the latest aircraft and engines of many nations, 
and important chapters include ‘At the Speed of Sound and Beyond’, “Rotating 
Wings’, ‘Physical and Medical Aspects of Aviation’ and “Missiles’. Besides being a 
most useful reference book, it will interest anyone wishing to study modern aviation. 

(629-13) 


MASSBALANCING OF AIRCRAFT CONTROL SURFACES. 
H. Templeton. Chapman & Hall, 35s. 1954. 224 cm. 252 pages. 39 illustrations. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Aeronautical Monographs, Vol. IV) 

One of the first books to deal specifically with the application of massbalancing of 

aircraft control surfaces to prevent flutter, this specialised treatise, published under the 

authority of the Royal Aeronautical Society, will be of value to those directly 
concerned with the subject and to students working on advanced aerodynamics. 

Part I deals with the vibrational aspects of massbalancing, its application to flutter 

prevention and terminology; the analysis of control-surface flutter is briefly touched 

on. The more advanced design criteria will be found in Part II, which contains 
the bulk of the factual information. The book would have benefited by the inclusion 
of a note on flutter. The author is well qualified on this subject and has carried out 

much aerodynamic research at government establishments. (629-143) 


WORLDS IN SPACE. Martin Caidin. Sidgwick & Jackson, 17s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 
222 pages. 64 illustrations by Fred L. Wolff. Index. 

The book describes the history of rocket development down to the present day, and 

discusses the further steps which must be taken before space travel becomes a fact. 

If the detailed discussion of the fundamental problems involved gives the impression 

that space travel is far from being just around the corner, it is because the author, 
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unlike many of his contemporaries, refuses to underestimate the very great 
difficulties which lie in the path of the would-be space traveller. The book is well 
written, and the illustrations are very good examples of what is fast becoming a new 
form of pictorial art. (629°14353) 


Agriculture Rural Life 


AGRICULTURE: A NEW APPROACH. P. H. Hainsworth. Faber, 

21s. 1954. 22} cm. 248 pages. 24 plates. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
A number of books have appeared in recent years on ‘organic farming’, in which the 
authors champion the use of natural fertilizers, ic. compost and other forms of 
humus, and argue against the use of artificial manures in agricultural and horticultural 
practice. In the main they were written by practical men, and the topic has not so 
far received much attention from research workers, at any rate on a field scale. 
Mr. Hainsworth has attempted to collect all relevant material that has some bearing 
on the successful results claimed by those practising ‘organic’ methods. He explains 
the basic principles involved very thoroughly and presents a mass of interesting 
practical information. Comparatively unbiased, his book can be described as a serious 
attempt to provide material for future research. (630) 


THE SEASON OF THE YEAR. Some Country Contentments. John Moore. 
Collins, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 254 pages. Drawings by John Robinson. 
John Moore again writes about the English countryside as delightfully as in his 
Brensham trilogy. He is not restricted by his plan of dividing his book into the months 
of the year (he confesses that he could never keep a nature diary) but ‘leads one down 
strange paths’, as he says he has been led by his favourite study of insect life, which 
figures largely here. Thus, although he writes tellingly on the changing seasons, he 
digresses entertainingly about field mice, weather prophets, old nature diaries and 
country newspapers, village cricket and rural characters. His views on life and people 
to which his observations have led him are given unassumingly in the lucid conver- 
sational style which exactly fits his subject matter throughout the book. —_ (630-1) 


THE WHITE FOXES OF GORFENLETCH. Henry Tegner. Hollis & 

Carter, 158. 1954. 224m. 158 pages. Illustrations by D. J. Watkins-Pitchford. 
Mr. Tegner will be remembered for his book on the roe deer. In this smaller volume 
he tells the reader about himself and country life in Northumberland. The casual 
thread of the white fox is unimportant; what count most are the descriptions of 
callings and pastimes in this part of England. In mingling keen observation of wild 
life with accounts of shoots and meets, he presents that paradox of the man who 
shoots and hunts and yet loves wild animals. The illustrations have a pleasing and 
dramatic style of their own. (630-1) 


FUMIGATION WITH METHYL BROMIDE UNDER GAS-PROOF 
SHEETS. W. Burns Brown for the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 44 pages. 16 photographs. 
12 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Pest Infestation Research 
Bulletin, No. 1) 

This pamphlet aims to provide the information which has so far been accumulated 

as a result of using in Great Britain and Africa the method of fumigating large 

quantities of bagged or cased commodities under an envelope of gas-proof sheeting. 
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The fumigant preferred is methyl bromide. This method has proved to be of 
considerable utility and should be of particular value in countries where facilities for 
other methods are limited. (632-95) 


Gardening 
PRACTICAL GARDENING FOR AMATEURS. A. G. L. Hellyer. 
Collingridge, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 298 pages. 52 photographs. 157 drawings. 
3 tables. Index. 
As editor of the weekly periodical Amateur Gardening, the author is in touch both 
with modern horticultural developments and with the practical problems of amateur 
gardeners, and those wanting a concise, one-volume guide to flower, vegetable and 
fruit growing will find his modestly priced handbook useful. He deals, necessarily 
briefly but with many excellent illustrations, with basic gardening techniques, lay-out, 
the making and care of lawns, paths, rocks and water gardens, plant propagation 
from seed and cuttings, the cultivation of the more popular annuals and perennials, 
and the management of greenhouses, vegetable gardens and orchards. (635) 


BERRIED TREASURE. Shrubs for Autumn and Winter Colour in your 
Garden. F. Kingdon-Ward. Ward Lock, 25s. 1954. 224cm. 192 pages. 
45 photographs (4 in colour). Index. 

The author, an explorer who has introduced into Britain many notable plants from the 

Far East, here advocates the cultivation of shrubs chosen for the colour and interest 

which their decorative fruits can give to the autumn and winter garden. Descriptions 

of the several varieties of such plants as cotoneaster, pyracantha, viburnum, lonicera, 
berberis and ilex which can be grown against walls, on rockeries, as single specimens 
or massed in borders, are interspersed with remifiscences of his plant-hunting 
expeditions. The book provides an entertaining as well as an instructive source of 
original ideas and practical advice. (635-97) 


Livestock 
ANIMAL BREEDING. A. L. Hagedoorn. Memoir by John Hammond. 
sth edition. Crosby Lockwood, 18s. 1954. 224cm. 384 pages. 43 illustrations. 
4 tables. Bibliography. Index. (Agricultural and Horticultural Series) 
Before his death in November 1953, Dr. Hagedoorn completed this revised, fifth 
edition of his work, which was first published in 1939. Along with Dr. John 
Hammond of Cambridge, he was generally accepted as a leading world authority on 
animal genetics. He was always concerned with practical considerations, pointing out 
that the breeding and selection of animals is carried out by the farmer himself, and 
not by a scientific specialist as in plant breeding, and he therefore wrote in a down-to- 
earth manner which should appeal to. every stock-breeder. All aspects of livestock 
improvement—with references to all known species of domestic birds and animals— 
are discussed here very thoroughly. The book should have a world-wide appeal for 
a long time to come. (636-082) 


RATIONS FOR LIVESTOCK. H. E. Woodman for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 13th edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d. 1954. 
244cm. 154 pages. Graph. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 48) 

In preparing this bulletin the author has throughout kept in mind the needs of 

agricultural colleges and the present edition, incorporating recent developments, 
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should prove helpful not only to stockfeeders and members of the advisory services 
but also to teachers and students of the science of animal nutrition. (636-085) 


HORSES OF RENOWN. Stella A. Walker. Country Life, 10s.6d. 1954. 
19} cm. 144 pages. 15 illustrations. Index. 
An attractive book which tells the stories of many famous horses from those of Greek 
legend, such as Pegasus, Xanthus and Balios, to Holywell Florette the great Hackney 
Champion of post-war years and the international show jumper Foxhunter. Horses 
of chivalry and romance, the Arabian ancestors of famous breeds of today, the war 
horses of more modern times and well-known race horses of the present century all 
have their place in this book which will appeal to all horse lovers of any age. (636-1) 


BEEF CATTLE BREEDING AND MANAGEMENT. W. A. Beattie. 
Pastoral Review (Sydney, Australia, and London), 37s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 488 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

Although the beef cattle industry plays an important part in Australia’s economy, 

there are remarkably few books on the subject, so that this work by Mr. Beattie, 

who has had many years’ experience in the industry, is particularly welcome. He 
covers a very wide field, from records and book-keeping to handling the carcase, 
from breeds of cattle, including the exotic breeds, to pasture management; and 
numerous comparisons are made with overseas conditions and methods. The book 
is well illustrated, both with photographs and with diagrams. (636-2) 


DEEP LITTER FOR EGG PRODUCTION. Ray Feltwell. Faber, 

6s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 86 pages. 8 photographs. Diagrams in text. Table. Index. 
Post-war experience in Great Britain has shown that there are better chances of profit- 
able egg production when adult birds are maintained under one of the intensive 
systems rather than those of free-range or folding. Of the three in common use today 
—hen-yards, battery cages and deep-litter—the last, in which laying birds are confined 
in houses on built-up or compost litter, has proved by far the most popular. In this 
latest work on the system, Ray Feltwell gives a concise account of all the practical 
considerations involved, making particular mention of the difficulties which may 
confront the beginner. His book should be of special value to the small poultry 
keeper. (636-5) 


Cookery 


CONCISE BASIC COOKERY. Joan Storey. Hodder & Stoughton, 6s. 
1954. 18}.cm. 160 pages. Illustrations by Nora L. Southworth. Chart. Table. 
Index. Stiff covers, spiral bound. 

A useful little book which introduces the beginner to the basic cookery recipes 

upon which, with experience, the more elaborate dishes can be built. Preceded by an 

explanation of cookery terms and processes, it covers soups, fish, meat, vegetables, 
stuffings and sauces, egg, cheese and milk dishes, bread, cakes and pastry, and fruit 
preserving. Clearly set out and aided by practical drawings, it is easy to follow and 
should inspire the user with confidence. (641°5) 


THE ALICE B. TOKLAS COOK BOOK. Michael Joseph, 21s. 1954. 
234cm. 300 pages. Illustrations by Sir Francis Rose. Endpaper drawing. 

The recorder of these delectable recipes and entertaining reminiscences was, for nearly 

half a century, the friend and companion of Gertrude Stein. Paris and Bilignin were 
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their headquarters, but in summer they used to tour France, and their journeys often 
led to a good inn, a delicious meal and a new recipe for Alice Toklas. The book also 
has excellent dishes from America and other countries, but for the most part it 
illustrates la haute cuisine of France. It is not for the economical or the tyro, but for 
experienced cooks and gourmets plentifully supplied with chickens and cream, 
lobsters and liqueurs. A most interesting collection, attractively illustrated. (641-59) 


Chemical Technology: Food Manufacture 


MARGARINE. A. J. C. Andersen. Pergamon Press, 63s. 1954. 25 cm. 336 pages. 
105 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A valuable addition to the somewhat sparse literature on the chemistry and technology 
of margarine. Intended primarily for the specialist, it will also be of value to students 
and to chemical engineers responsible for the design and construction of margarine 
plant. The history and development of the industry are reviewed, and interesting 
statistical data provided. The main body of the text considers in detail the nature and 
selection of raw materials and the manufacturing process, and there is a good balance 
between theoretical and practical considerations. Methods of process control are 
outlined and there are useful summaries of the official regulations covering this product 
outside the iron curtain. The work is well documented, and ‘there are numerous 
drawings and illustrations of equipment and factory lay-outs; these are particularly 
interesting as they do not only relate to U.K. plant. (664°3) 


Manufactures: Textiles 
WOOL TRADE DIRECTORY OF THE WORLD, 1954. 
Thomas Skinner, 60s. 1954. 25 cm. 1,302 pages. Indexes. 

Packed with information for those engaged in the wool and allied trades, this directory 
covers over one hundred countries, and contains over 17,000 entries concerning firms 
in Britain and overseas. The information is given in order of the processes as they are 
carried out, listing firms engaged in all stages of production. A general section provides 
particulars of wool production and consumption, vital statistics, prices and quotations, 
and trade and educational associations. Information on production in Britain and over- 
seas is given in detailed sections such as those on brokers and wool merchants; spinners 
and manufacturers; dyers and finishers of yarns and fabrics; silk, rayon and synthetic 
fibres; and mill supplies. The mill supplies section comprises some seven hundred 
items, arranged alphabetically and indexed in six languages. The list of general 
contents is also given in six languages. (677-31058) 


—— Toy Making 
HOW TO BUILD CHILDREN’S TOYS AND FURNITURE. 
Norman Cherner. Crosby Lockwood, 15s. 1954. 254.cm. 114 pages. Photographs. 
Numerous drawings and diagrams by the author. 
Mr. Cherner is both designer and psychologist, and over three hundred designs here 
show his thorough understanding of a child’s needs at various age levels. The emphasis 
is on sturdy things which will withstand a considerable amount of rough treatment. 
The author has concentrated on relatively simple articles, which he believes will be 
easy to build, although here and there he may be over-estimating the woodworking 
ability of the average father. The book is essentially a source of ideas from which the 
enthusiastic parent can select those which meet the particular needs of his own children. 
Plans and working drawings are given for a number of articles, but often the reader 
is left to work out the constructional details for himself. (688-7) 


823 








Building Construction 


KNOW YOUR HOUSE. Eric Ambrose. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1954. 
22}. cm. 264 pages. 10 photographs. Illustrations in text. 8 charts. Index. 
In this instructive and amusing book, an architect, who is also a very experienced 
journalist, explains the many problems with which people are liable to be confronted 
when building, buying or bettering a house. Every aspect of these complicated subjects, 
from legal responsibilities to dry rot, is dealt with lightly and efficiently. Many of the 
chapters have previously appeared as articles in the Ideal Home magazine. Miss Sheila 
Rusby has contributed humorous illustrations, and there are also diagrams, drawings 


and photographs of a more technical nature. (690) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


‘THE CONNOISSEUR’ YEAR BOOK, 10955. Edited and compiled 
by L. G. G. Ramsey. ‘The Connoisseur’, 21s. 1954. 314.0m. 172 pages. 3 plates 
in colour. Numerous illustrations. Bibliography. 

Three articles on historic houses in Britain—West “Wycombe, Raynham and 

Weston Hall—are followed by one, enchantingly illustrated, on antique coaches from 

the museum at Lisbon given over to these stately vehicles; four on collections in 

America; and a description of a splendid Worcester breakfast-service made for 

George III. The remaining items include an account of the English clock-maker 

Nicholas Vallin (c.1565-1603), notes on international sales and a list of the more 

outstanding art books published during 1953-54 in Great Britain and the United 

States. The contributions, though expert, are designed for the general reader, and the 

plates are of a high quality (705) 


THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF THE ANCIENT ORIENT. 
Henri Frankfort. Penguin Books, 42s. 1954. 27cm. 308 pages. 192 plates. 
117 figures. Map. Notes. Bibliography. Index. (Pelican History of Art) 

The geographical area of the ancient orient comprised the greater part of the region 

now known as the “Near East’. Between 3,000-500 B.C. this pre-classical world was 

dominated by Egypt and Mesopotamia. The late Professor Frankfort, former Director 
of the Warburg Institute, London, describes the monumental architecture and 
sculpture of Mesopotamia (including the Assyrian and Babylonian empires) and the 
peripheral regions of Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine and Persia, but excludes Egyptian 
art which is to be the subject of a separate volume. The history of the art of the ancient 
orient before Greek civilisation took the cultural lead has never before been systematic- 
ally studied and one of the merits of Professor Frankfort’s approach is that he treats 
his subject throughout as art and not only as archaeology. Lay-out, critical apparatus, 
and plates, all conform to the high standards of previous volumes in this series. 


(709-35) 


THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF RUSSIA. George Heard 
Hamilton. Penguin Books, 42s. 1954. 27 cm. 342 pages. 180 plates. 26 diagrams. 
Maps. Notes. Bibliography. Index. (Pelican History of Art) 

This study of the visual arts of Russia from the late tenth century to 1917 presents 

a systematic survey of the four main periods: the mediaeval empire of Kiev; the rise 

of the Muscovite supremacy in the early seventeenth century; the ‘St. Petersburg’ 

era of Peter the Great; and the nineteenth century that brought a reaction against 
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western styles. Dr. Hamilton, Associate Professor of the History of Art, Yale 
University, discusses such typically Russian art forms as the domed churches, the 
great fifteenth century icon school of painting, the magnificent baroque and neo- 
classical palaces of St. Petersburg, and the Slavic revival of the late 19th century. 
The fine plates will fire the imagination of anyone in the least susceptible to the 
peculiar fascination of pre-revolutionary Russia. (709-47) 


A GALLERY OF AUSTRALIAN ART. Chosen and introduced by 
Herbert Badham. Currawong Publishing Co. (Sydney, Australia), 73s.6d. 1954. 
29 cm. 16 pages of text. 110 plates. 

Herbert Badham, himself an artist, and the author of A Study of Australian Art (1949), 

has collected here representative examples of Australian art, in colour and in black and 

white, from its beginnings to the present day, including works both of the famous 
artists and of the lesser-known who typified the trends of their time. The annotations 
beneath each plate give a brief outline of the carcer of the artist, his methods and his 

aims. (709-94) 


Architecture 


THE BUILDINGS OF ENGLAND. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin Books, ss. 1954. 18 cm. 454 pages. 101 photographs. 
Drawings and diagrams. Glossary. Indexes. Paper covers. 

To this series Cambridgeshire is an extremely important addition, especially as a 

guide to Cambridge itself, which occupies half the volume. The author’s admission 

that for the shire and the Isle of Ely he had to rely ‘far too much on my own unaided 
eye’ will disturb nobody familiar with his powers of observation. That more than 
four hundred pages of trenchant text and seventy pages of good photographs can be 

offered at so low a price is a feat which calls for congratulation. (720-942) 


THE EARLY AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTS AND THEIR WORK. 
Morton Herman. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 84s. 1954- 
26cm. 264 pages. 126 illustrations. Chronological list of architects, designers 
and town planners. Bibliography. Index. 

An example of the best in Australian book production, this volume is beautifully 

illustrated and has numerous diagrams mainly by the author, a well-known Sydney 

architect. The author aims to show not only the buildings but to give the historical 
background against which they were erected, the conditions of the people who 
built them, and to discuss architects like Francis Greenway and John Verge 
who designed them. Exact details of dimensions and location are also included. The 
period covered is between 1788 and 1850. (720-994) 


SCOTTISH COUNTRY HOUSES AND GARDENS OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC. John Fleming. Country Life, 25s. 1954. 29cm. 128 pages. 
160 illustrations. Index. 

Planned as a companion volume to Christopher Hussey’s English Country Houses 

Open to the Public (1951), this book should prove a valuable guide to the intelligent 

visitor to Scotland. The houses are arranged chronologically, and the reader therefore 

obtains a panorama of the development of Scottish domestic architecture. The many 
splendid photographs are worthy of Country Life’s high standard. There is a brief 
historical and architectural appreciation of each building, and particular attention 

has been paid to the gardens, for which Scotland is justly renowned. 728-80941) 








Numismatics 


ROMAN COINS AND THEIR VALUES. Partly based on A Catalogue 
of Roman Coins by Gilbert Askew. H. A. Seaby. Seaby, 14s. cloth; 10s.6d. paper 
covers. 1954. 23 cm. 134 pages. § plates. Illustrations in text. Map. 2 tables. Index. 

The present work, which is expanded from a previous stock catalogue, gives a fairly 

comprehensive account of Roman coins, Republican as well as Imperial, except for 

the local provincial issues which are listed somewhat capriciously. The summary 
descriptions, with estimated prices, and the compendious numismatic and historical 
notes should prove of considerable use to collectors beginning the study. There are 
five excellent photographic plates of Imperial portraits and numerous line drawings 
scattered throughout the text. (73774) 


Ceramics 


ITALIAN PORCELAIN. With a note on Buen Retiro. Arthur Lane. 
Faber, 35s. 1954. 26 cm. 96 pages of text. 100 plates (4 in colour). Illustrations in 
text. Bibliography. Index. (Faber Monographs on Pottery and Porcelain) 

Italian porcelain lacks something of the finesse of Meissen and Sévres ware from 

Germany and France, but its refreshing, ‘slightly eccentric’ character deserves the 

careful study and classification here displayed. The Keeper of the Department of 

Ceramics, the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, has made a detailed study of the 

subject and considerably extends our knowledge of Venetian porcelain, the Doccia 

factory (still active) at Florence, and the group of factories founded by the Bourbon 
kings of Naples at Capodimonte and elsewhere in the eighteenth century. The ten- 
page section on marks and the splendid series of plates further increase the value and 

interest of this attractive, well-designed volume. (738-2) 


PORCELAIN THROUGH THE AGES. George Savage. Penguin Books, 
$8. 1954. 18 cm. 352 pages. 103 illustrations. 12 drawings. Glossary. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

A survey of porcelain design and technique in Europe and Asia written for the general 

reader and as an introduction to a more specialised study of the subject. The whole 

field from ancient China onwards is covered in this useful, inexpensive textbook which 
is provided with a middle section of plates and an extensive bibliography. The author 
has written two other books on ceramic art and contributed many articles to 

specialised journals. (738-2) 


Drawing 


MACHINE DRAWING AND DESIGN. A Textbook of Intermediate 
Standard for Engincering Students. W. Abbott. 6th edition. Blackie, 15s. 1954. 
22} cm. 254 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

For this edition a considerable portion of the book has been rewritten, to bring it 

into line with current practice. The text is clear, the illustrations are plentiful and 

well drawn, and a satisfactory number of exercises is included. A student who works 
through this book conscientiously should gain a good knowledge of drawing and 
at the same time—particularly if he is concurrently working in the shops—acquire 

a feeling for the details of design that depends to some extent upon experience. (744) 
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Painting 
NINE ABSTRACT ARTISTS: Their Work and Theory. Lawrence Alloway. 
Tiranti, 10s. cloth; 7s.6d. boards. 1954. 184 cm. 42 pages of text. $6 illustrations. 
Among the diverse trends in modern painting abstractionism still comimands a 
considerable following and plays an important part in the evolution of a contemporary 
aesthetic. This short survey by a lecturer at the Tate Gallery, London, presents 
the work of a group of British painters, mainly centred around Victor Pasmore 
(b.1908); figuring here with Pasmore they are Robert Adams, Terry Frost, Adrian 
Heath, Anthony Hill, Roger Hilton, Kenneth Martin, Mary Martin and William 
Scott. Each contributes an individual statement on his theoretical approach which is 
accompanied by reproductions of some half-dozen or more paintings. The text is well 
documented and provides up-to-the-minute data about contemporary British 
painters working in the non-figurative manner. (759-06) 


THE ART OF THOMAS GIRTIN. Thomas Girtin and David Loshak. 
Black, 50s. 1954. 26 cm. 246 pages. 109 illustrations (1 in colour). Bibliography. 
Index. 

A monograph on one of the major figures of the English water-colour school, the 

short-lived Thomas Girtin (1775-1802), written by the artist’s grandson in collabora- 

tion with Mr. Loshak. The book is in two parts: a systematic study of Girtin’s stylistic 
development preceded by chapters on the evolution of landscape painting in England 
and Girtin’s personal biography, and a Catalogue Raisonné of the artist’s works. In 
the assessment of Girtin’s art, the main topic of the book, questions of biography, 
connoisseurship, style and iconography are considered and combined in a scholarly 
and authentic manner. (759°2073) 


EARLY VENETIAN PAINTERS, 1415-1493. F. M. Godfrey. Tiranti, 
8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 48 pages of text. 76 illustrations. Notes to plates. Biographical 
notes. Bibliography. (Chapte rs in Art) 

The painters discussed in this book occupy a transitional period between the great 

masters of the Byzantine epoch and the emergence of the fully developed Venetian 

school (represented by Mantegna, the Bellinis and Carpaccio) at the end of the 
fifteenth century. Dr. Godfrey gives a succinct account of such painters as Jacobello 
del Fiore, the Vivarini brothers and Crivelli whose pictures show the impact of the 

International Gothic style and of Paduan humanism on the earlier Byzantine 

inheritance. The plates give an excellent idea of this attractive, late ‘primitive’ regional 

school in which archaism is modified by sweetness and a sure decorative sense. This 
new volume, like its predecessors in this modest but eminently successful series, may 
be thoroughly recommended for teaching and study purposes. (759°5) 


THE VAN EYCK PROBLEM. Maurice W. Brockwell. Chatto & Windus, 
10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 104 pp. 16 illustrations. Index. 


The “Van Eyck problem’ centres around the existence of the shadowy Hubert, 
putative brother of the Flemish painter Jan van Eyck who died at Bruges in 1441. For 
many generations the famous altarpiece of the Adoration of the Holy Lamb at Ghent 
has been described as a joint work by the two brothers, but in recent years grave 
doubts have been cast upon the authenticity of this tradition and even upon the 
historical existence of such a person as Hubert van Eyck. Mr. Brockwell, who is a 
leading authority on Flemish painting, believes that he is a myth. He summarises 
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the literature on the subject and gives the general reader a fascinating glimpse into 
the world of disputed attributions and critics’ po!emics. (759-9493) 


Music 

BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO MUSIC. Edited by The Rural Music Schools 
Association. Fountain Press, 15s. 1954. 19cm. 254 pages. 38 photographs. 
Drawings in text. Musical examples. 

In this volume are collected five small handbooks, previously published separately, 

and already reviewed in this journal. The first two chapters are devoted to the 

appreciation of music and how to read music, and the remaining three chapters are 

on how to choose, use and understand particular instruments—Piano and Strings, 

Woodwind and Brass, Percussion, Recorders and Saxophones. It is a most useful 

book for the reader who seeks information about the foundation from which the 

art of music grows. (780) 


GROVE’S DICTIONARY OF MUSIC AND MUSICIANS. 
sth edition, edited by Eric Blom. 9 vols. Macmillan, £36. 1954. 24 cm. 
Illustrations (some in colour). Tables. Bibliography. 

The expansion of ‘Grove’ from the first edition’s four volumes (1878-90) to the nine 

of the present edition gives some indication of the growth of musical knowledge 

and interest during three quarters of a century. The work has been reset in small 
but legible type, with re-engraved musical examples and lavish illustrations. The 
editor has had to solve many problems bearing on the deletion, retention and 
expansion of earlier articles, and to meet the demand for larger and more accurate 
lists of works. Whatever errors of fact or aberrations of opinion may occur are of the 
kind inseparable from one man’s co-ordinating the writings of numerous contributors 
to a vast field of knowledge. The new ‘Grove’ offers an inexhaustible mine of 
information, indispensable to musical libraries and institutions. It is by far the finest 
complete reference work of its kind available in any language. (780-3) 


MUSIC IN THE RENAISSANCE. Gustav Reese. Dent, 70s. 1954. 244 cm. 
1,040 pages. 18 illustrations. Musical examples. Bibliography. Index. 
This American scholar’s study of music in the Middle Ages has established itself 
as a work of permanent value. His new book must be judged by the high standards 
he has set himself. Its copious documentation is intended to encourage the student to 
explore the music for himself. But the detail is so profuse that it is often hard to see 
the wood for the trees. The plan, being on a regional basis, results in the scattering of 
information about many important composers who worked in two countries at 
different periods. Nevertheless, graduate students will be grateful for this distinguished 
book. It presents the evidence on controversial issues as skilfully and impartially as it 
marshalls the mass of new sources that have come to light in the last half century. 
The result is as much a work of reference as a history. (780-94) 


TWENTIETH CENTURY COUNTERPOINT. A Guide for Students. 
Humphrey Searle. Williams & Norgate, 25s. 1954. 224.cm. 168 pages. Musical 
examples. Discography. Bibliography. Index. 

Continuing his championship of the modern idiom, Mr. Searle traces the growth 

of its contrapuntal usage through the breakdown of the diatonic system, about 1900, 

via chromaticism and polytonality, to the practice of twelve-note music. He passes 

in brief review the work of advanced composers in many countries, and propounds, 
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with some diffidence, a theory of his own which would resolve the conflict between 
tonality and atonality. His belief that the harmonic series must remain the valid root 
of even the most complex system is one that deserves the attention of all serious 
students. This is a compressed, closely reasoned yet most stimulating book. (781-4) 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. The History and Romance of the world’s 
first National Anthem. Percy A. Scholes. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1954. 
22$.cm. 346 pages. Illustrations. Musical examples. Bibliography. Index. 

With characteristic thoroughness, Dr. Scholes has left no cranny of eighteenth and 

nineteenth century musical history unexamined in his pursuit of every possible detail 

bearing on the history of this famous tune. Having traced its ancestry back to the 
sixteenth century, he gives full details of its first performance in 1745 and traces every 
phase of expansion and transformation during the next two centuries—additional 
verses, special occasions, use by innumerable composers as the theme of variations 
and fantasies. Here is a mass of curious information, presented in a pleasantly discursive 
style, but it is hardly a coherent work of scholarship. (784-710942) 


The Theatre 


DRAMA IN PERFORMANCE. Raymond Williams. Muller, 8s.6d. 1954. 
19cm. 128 pages. 5 drawings. Bibliography. (Man and Society) 
Although to some extent the theme of this work breaks fresh ground, the book 
is written mainly for the elementary student (particularly in the extra-mural 
departments of the universities) and the general reader. A chapter on dramatic 
analysis precedes the main part of the book, which is a discussion of scenes from five 
great periods in the theatre—represented by a work of Sophocles, an English morality 
play, Shakespeare, Ibsen and Chekhov. A final chapter on the relation between text 
and performance concludes a useful little study. (792-04) 


Ballet 


BALLETS OF TODAY. Being a Second Supplement to the Complete Book 
of Ballets. Cyril Beaumont. Putnam, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 264 pages. 49 photographs. 
Index. 

In this characteristic and invaluable compilation, England’s doyen of ballet critics 

takes forty-two important works seen by him during the last decade, and provides 

in his pleasant, plain and careful style an account of the participants, the circumstances 
of production, and the course of action of each ballet. There are twelve new pieces 
by choreographers whose work has been included in previous volumes: Ashton 

(including his two full-length ballets Cinderella and Sylvia), Balanchine, Ninette de 

Valois and Andre¢é Howard. The others are all by new names: Janine Charrat, John 

Cranko, Birgit Cullberg, Agnes de Mille, Walter Gore, Roland Petit, Ana Ricarda, 

Jerome Robbins and John Taras, to cach of whom is allotted a portrait and a 

biographical and critical sketch. (792-8) 


Theatrical Production 

SHAKESPEARE AT THE OLD VIC. Hamlet, All’s Well That Ends Well, 
King John, Twelfth Night, Coriolanus, The Tempest. Roger Wood and Mary 
Clarke. Black, 16s. 1954. 27}.cm. 98 pages. 120 photographs. Notes. 

Plans have been made to present at the Old Vic, in five years beginning in 1953, all 

of Shakespeare’s plays, and it is the intention of the authors of this volume to provide 
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a permanent pictorial and descriptive record of these five years. Their book comprises 
photographs of the 1953-54 season, a commentary on each production and an 
analysis of individual performances. (792-92) 


The Cinema 


THE ANIMATED FILM. Roger Manvell. Sylvan Press, 21s. 1954. 254 cm. 
64 pages. Illustrations from the film Animal Farm by Halas and Batchelor. Chart. 
Index. 

This attractively produced book will appeal to those interested in the art and techniques 

involved in the production of animated films. Part One describes the aesthetic, 

technical and economic difficulties which the artist film-maker has to face, and gives 

a survey of the progress of this specialist form of film-making since 1908. Part Two 

is wholly devoted to the fascinating intricacies of the creation, by the Halas-Batchelor 

Unit, of Animal Farm, made in England for the American film producer, Louis de 

Rochemont, and derived from George Orwell’s book about a group of animals 

who take possession of the farm where they have been ill-treated and evolve their own 

community. The postscript speaks of the future of the animated film, both in cinema 
and television. The beautifully reproduced drawings are a feature of the book. 


(792-93) 


* FILMS AND FILMING. Vol. I, No. 1, October 1954. Editor: Peter Brinson, 
Hansom Books, 1s.8d. monthly; 20s. per annum. 27} cm. 
A well-produced periodical of ‘popular’ appeal. It contains reviews of new films from 
various countries, articles on film personalities, news from studios in different parts 
of the world, and short sections reviewing the latest books and recent records of film 
music. Film festivals are covered by well-known producers and critics, and each issue 
will contain a pictorial supplement of a noteworthy film. The ‘still’ photographs are 
well selected. While likely to appeal to all concerned with films, this periodical 
should be of particular interest to cine societies in all countries. (792-9305) 


Broadcasting 


THE RADIO TALK. A Practical Study of the Art and Craft of Talks 
Broadcasting. Janet Dunbar. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 138 pages. 
A useful little book by one with long practical experience in broadcasting. Given 
that a would-be broadcaster has something to say, this will help him to plan his talk 
and deliver it in the most compelling manner. The several types of audience are 
analysed and the talk directed at each is considered, often amusingly and with helpful 
illustrations. Advice is given as to the best use of the voice and how to cultivate 
(if that is possible) a good broadcast manner. A speaker cannot create his personality 
but he can use it to the best advantage. (792-94) 


Sports and Games 

100 MASTER GAMES OF MODERN CHESS. S. Tartakower and 
J. du Mont. Bell, 20s. 1954. 224 cm. 188 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

RETI’S BEST GAMES OF CHESS. Chosen and annotated by H. Golombek. 
Bell, 17s.6d. 1954. 22$cm. 184 pages. Diagrams. Indexes. 

The collection of games annotated in the first of these books supplements those 

in the authors’ two previous volumes entitled 500 Master Games of Chess and the 

three books now provide a notable range of games from all periods in the history of, 
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chess. As usual in the works of these authors, the annotations are made with great care 
and discrimination, and special attention is paid to modern developments in theory. 
The second book contains a selection of games played by Richard Réti in all stages 
of his notable career as a chess master. Many of the games are quite original and it is 
particularly useful that the annotator himself is one of the most successful exponents 
of Réti’s openings. (794°1) 


EVEREST: The Swiss Everest Expeditions. Hodder & Stoughton, 42s. 1954. 

28 cm. 44 pages of text. 150 photographs (6 in colour). 4 diagrams. 5 sketch maps. 
The numerous pictures that have been published of late have made us familiar with 
practically every yard of the way from Kathmandu to the top of Mount Everest. 
A notable contribution is made by this pleasing ‘report in pictures’ of the Swiss Mount 
Everest Expeditions of 1952, which is preceded by a suitable introduction. The 
subjects are well chosen and the production is unusually good. (796-52) 


THE MOUNTAINS OF MY LIFE. Journeys in Turkey and the Alps. 
Ashenden. Blackwood, 21s. 1954. 25 cm. 224 pages. 28 photographs. 
As a change from the large number of books published recently on the Himalaya 
and the Andes, the author takes us back to the Alps and to normal mountaineering. 
He started his climbing career among the hills of Turkey, but before long he became 
more ambitious and made his way to Switzerland where his first big peak was the 
Matterhorn itself. After this success he climbed several good peaks in the Pennine 
mountains and in the Dolomites. His writing reveals a very strong fecling for 
the mountains in all their aspects. The pictures are excellent. This is a well written 
and enjoyable mountaineering book. (796-52) 


MEN AGAINST EVEREST. Howard Marshall. Country Life, 8s.6d. 1954. 
23 cm. 64 pages. 27 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 
Now that the story of the successful expedition of 1953 has been told in detail, both 
by word and picture, it is only right that the complete history of Everest from the 
earliest attempt in 1922 should also be fully recorded. This has now been well done by 
Howard Marshall, and his book shows clearly how much the previous expeditions 
contributed in knowledge and experience to the final success. A number of pictures 
taken during the attempts by way of the North Col and the Northern side add to the 
interest, especially when they are compared with the South Col and South-East 
ridge, by which the mountain was climbed. (796-52) 


SILKEN LINES AND SILVER HOOKS. A Life-long Fisherman 
recounts his Catch. William Sherwood Fox. Copp Clark (Toronto, Canada), 
$3°50. 1954. 23}cm. 164 pages. 22 illustrations by Clare Bice. Index. 

The author describes his book as ‘an ordinary fellow’s memories of experiences with 

fish, fishing and fisherman’. Dr. Fox is, of course, no ordinary fellow. He is a former 

president of the University of Western Ontario and an author whose memoir, 

The Bruce Beckons, has won considerable acclaim. Not a few readers will succumb 

to the sly humour, the modesty and the unobtrusive knowledge of this gentle fisher- 

man. His informal narrative bears such captivating chapter titles as: Fishing in Books; 

A Compleated Angler; Are we Liars or Just Queer?; Who's Hooked? Fish or 

Fisherman? (799°1) 
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LITERATURE 


SELL THEM A STORY. Advice on the Writing and Marketing of Short 
Stories. Jean LeRoy. Constable, 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 160 pages. 
A sensible little book, by a literary agent, for the beginner who ‘feels the need of 
some guidance’. The author discusses construction, observation and imagination, 
dialogue, character, style, plot and many other points of useful study, even handicaps 
that can be turned to advantage. She also deals with writing for broadcasting, rights 
to sell and to retain, and markets. Her advice is practical and to the point, and the 
would-be writer who sets himself to follow it should find himself well on the way 
to ‘selling them a story’. (808-06) 


English Poetry 


THE COMPLETE POEMS OF SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 
Edited, with an introduction and notes, by Morchard Bishop, Macdonald, 10s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 698 pages. 8 illustrations. Notes. Index of first lines. (Macdonald 
Illustrated Classics) 

Mr. Bishop gives us in manageable form a complete edition of the poetry of Coleridge 

arranged, not chronologically as in the standard Oxford edition, but in something 

like the order he would himself have chosen, as far as this may be deduced. Part I, 

therefore, is Coleridge’s own 1834 collection, Part II posthumous additions, Part III 

fragments and experiments, Part IV early versions of some of the greater poems. 

Of Coleridge in particular one may well say the half is greater than the whole, but 

there is much of value in this scholarly and elegant edition, though it is a pity that 

it is disfigured by so many misprints. (821-7) 


English Fiction 


GEORGE ORWELL. A Literary Study. John Atkins. Calder, 18s. 1954. 
22$cm. 356 pages. Bibliography. 
A combined critical and biographical study, which is both more detailed and less 
succinct than Mr. Brander’s recent book. Mr. Atkins aims at explaining Orwell’s 
ideas and how he arrived at them and criticising selected passages, rather than judging 
the total effect of his books. At times longwinded in his analysis, he makes a number 
of valuable points which so far have not been much stressed. One of these is to 
distinguish the sound from the merely plausible in Orwell’s criticism, the other 
to emphasise his involvement in contemporary issues to the exclusion of an interest 
in the past. (823-9) 


English Essays 


CHARLES LAMB. Edmund Blunden. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 
1954. 21$cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Charles Lamb (1775-1834), the great English essayist, holds his place in English 

literature with his Essays of Elia (1823 and 1834). Mr. Blunden, however, of set 

purpose discusses his work in literary journals, drama, poetry and criticism to show 
that Lamb’s achievement as a writer and his reputation among his literary con- 
temporaries was considerable in pre-Elian days. Before 1820, the year of the first 
essay, Lamb was showing his sensitiveness to style, his power of collecting and 
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recollecting scenes and characters, and his inherent poetic gift that made his essays 
unique. This is a masterly little sketch which will recommend itself to all readers of 
Elia. (824-7) 


FOURTH LEADERS FROM THE TIMES, 1954. A Selection from 
the past twelve months. Times Publishing Co., 10s. 1954. 22 cm. 182 pages. 
The Times fourth leaders—light essays on multifarious subjects—have now an 
established place and a connotation of their own in British journalism. Another annual 
selection from them, as in this volume, is to be welcomed. Ranging widely over 
current news from world affairs to the personal columns, the writers find topics 
suggesting a new point of view on modern art, tipping, umpires, unread books, 
statistics, and even on planning and railway catering. The treatment is witty, often 
ironic, gracefully serious but never flippant. The unpretentious wisdom of the true 
essayist is always there. (824°9) 


English Humour 


THE WIT OF WINSTON CHURCHILL. Geoffrey Williams and 
Charles Roetter. Parrish, 8s.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 106 pages. 20 illustrations. Endpaper 
illustration. 

Most of the gems in this collection have been mined from the official record of 

parliamentary debates. They are all very good entertainment, to which cartoons and 

sketches by Strube, Vicky, Cummings and Low make a substantial contribution. 

The compilers, too, have set the scene and have provided incisive pen-portraits of 

Sir Winston himself, his opponents and his victims. (827-9) 


English Miscellany 

THE BEDSIDE DICKENS. An Anthology for Pleasure. Compiled by 
J. W. Garrod. Souvenir Press, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 312 pages. Illustrations by Leo 
Vernon. 

An attractive selection of excerpts from fourteen of Dickens’ novels and from his 

speeches, letters and American Notes. The extracts, often of considerable length and each 

complete in itself, are representative of the many manifestations of Dickens’ genius: 

his scenes, characterisation, sense of humour, his humanity, ability to create atmosphere 

and his unflagging power of entertainment. There is no doubt that Dickensians will 

revel in this book and that others will find it an appetising introduction to a first- 

hand acquaintance with his work. (828-8) 


WALRUS TALK. Douglas Woodruff. Hollis & Carter, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
198 pages. 
The Catholic periodical The Tablet, edited by Mr. Woodruff, contains a weekly 
column of his reflections on this and that, and this volume is a further selection from 
them. Mr. Woodruff writes with force and conviction, and if his subjects are some- 
times slight he has the skilled columnist’s gift for seeing the connection between small 
and large issues. He possesses a wide and human curiosity and in this book his interests 
are attracted towards history and social customs rather than literature. He has a 
strong affection for the past and an inclination to consider it better managed than 
the present, but he never lets this point of view become an obsession. An urbane and 
entertaining anthology of its kind. (828-9) 
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HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AS WRITER AND SPEAKER, 

Herbert Leslie Stewart. Sidgwick & Jackson, 10s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 172 pages 
Dr. Stewart was born in Ireland but became a citizen of Canada, where this book 
first appeared. Although first published on 30th November, it is a critical study 
rather than a birthday panegyric. Its chapters deal with Sir Winston’s Imperialism; 
his Eloquence; his Essays and Journalism; his Biographies of Marlborough and 
Lord Randolph Churchill; his War Histories; and his Leadership of the Nation, 
These subjects are convincingly analysed in relation to Sir Winston’s long career in 
public life; and although Dr. Stewart finds matter for criticism—notably in the fields 
of economics and finance—he acclaims Sir Winston as one who can invoke with 
confidence a judgment which sets his mistakes in their proper perspective against his 
outstanding services to his country. (907) 


Geography Travel Description 
THE ENGLISH LAKES. Frank Singleton. Batsford, 18s. 1954. 224cm. 
208 pages. 24 colour photographs. Index. 


Yet another work on Lakeland, this time by a distinguished Lancashire journalist § 


with a lifelong interest in the district. Written in a vivid style and full of good talk, 
it is a topographical and historical essay, stressing the unique literary associations but 
touching also on Roman remains, climbers, sheep-farming, the progress of the 
National Trust, tourists and holiday-makers, and the sports peculiar to the district. 
Altogether most enjoyable reading. The Kodachrome colour photographs are 
excellent on the whole, except that in too many of them the sky is an improbable blue. 


(o14°2) 


THE VALE OF PEWSEY. H. W. Timperley. Hale, 18s. 1954. 22m. 
240 pages. 25 illustrations. Sketch map. Index. (Regional Books) 
The area to which this monograph is devoted, ten miles long and three to six wide, 
lies in the heart of the Wiltshire downland, between Salisbury Plain and the 
Marlborough Downs, Savernake and Devizes. It is a purely agricultural district, 
without towns or ‘tourist’ interest. The author describes landscapes (and skyscapes) 
in great detail, the score of villages with their churches and thatched cottages, 
Wandsdyke and the prehistoric earthworks, the ‘white horses’ outlined on the downs, 
birds and wild flowers, and the derelict Kennet-Avon Canal. Good photographs, by 
Monica Scott, illustrate the book, which can be recommended to all lovers of unspoilt 
England. ' (914:2) 


WEST PENNINE HIGHWAY. Roadside Discoveries: Clitheroe and 
Craven—to Carlisle. Jessica Lofthouse. Hale, 18s. 1954. 224. cm. 190 pages. 43 
drawings in text by the author. Sketch map. Index. 

The author, a native of Clitheroe and’a practised writer on Lancashire, the Yorkshire 

Dales, and Lakeland, here describes with painstaking meticulousness the grand 

high-road from Clitheroe to Carlisle by way of Settle, Giggleswick, Clapham, 

Ingleton, Kirkby Lonsdale (Kendal), Sedbergh, Appleby, and Penrith, with many 

divergences to points of interest off the main road. Even those who think they know 

the district will be surprised to read of what they have missed. The book can be 
heartily recommended to the leisured visitor who loves unusual and comparatively 
unspoilt scenery and old towns and villages, castles, churches, and manor houses. 

(914-27) 
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ROME. Martin Hiirlimann. Thames & Hudson, 21s. 1954. 254m. 144 pages. 
100 illustrations. Chronology. Indexes. 
Loosely arranged by period, the photographs in this volume portray the monuments, 
palaces, piazzas and churches of Rome. Each is accompanied by an accurate architec- 
tural and historical description. Views of the magnificent classical remains give place 
to pictures of the catacombs and the early basilicas. The glorious legacy of 
Michelangelo’s and Bernini's building and sculpture and of renaissance and baroque 
architecture is superbly illustrated. There is a final section on St. Peter’s and the 
Vatican City. Many of the photographs, particularly those of sculpture, are master- 
pieces. A few are marred by technical faults. Indexes and careful documentation 
co-ordinate the illustrations, although an endpaper map of the city would have 
been an asset. (914°56) 


THE PLAIN AND THE ROUGH PLACES. An account of archaeological 
journeying through the Plain and the Rough Places of the Roman Province of 
Cilicia in Southern Turkey. Mary Gough. Chatto & Windus, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 
254 pages. 28 photographs. 2 maps. Glossaries. Index. 

Mrs. Gough’s title recalls the ancient Roman division of Turkey’s southern province 

into Rough Cilicia and Plain Cilicia. She and her archaeologist husband acquired an 

affection not only for every stone in this area but for its people and their customs. 

We visit towns such as Mersin, Adana, Anavarza, Ayas, and come to know something 

of the proud civilisation that once flowered there. Mrs. Gough’s book is both happy 

and stimulating, and contains much interesting archaeological information. (915-61) 


THE POCKET GUIDE TO THE WEST INDIES. Sir Algernon 
Aspinall. roth edition, revised by Professor J. Sydney Dash. Methuen, 30s. 1954. 
17 cm. 496 pages. 24 photographs. 1 illustration in text. 32 maps and plans (1 in 
colour). Tables. Index. 

A new, post-war edition, largely rewritten, of this well-known guide, which is an 

essential accompaniment for any prospective visitor or settler. British Guiana, British 

Honduras, Bermuda, the Spanish Main, Surinam, and the Panama Canal are included. 

The colourful history of the settlements, and their agricultural and mineral products 

and industries, are treated in some detail, and there is amplé information concerning 

hotels, clubs, and facilities for fishing, golf, and tennis. More attention might have 
been given to the life of the coloured population, and the maps are unworthy of the 
book, which is otherwise excellently produced. (917°29) 


NORTHERN AUSTRALIA. Task for a Nation. Australian Institute of 
Political Science. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 19s.6d. 1954. 
22$.cm. 270 pages. 25 illustrations. 13 maps. 

Consisting of papers read at the twentieth summer school of the Australian Institute 

of Political Science, introduced by a former chairman and summed up by the present 

chairman, this book is well illustrated and plentifully supplied with maps. It is 
concerned with ways and means of developing Northern Australia—a problem 
which the Institute feels is paramount if Australia is to justify her retention of that 
area. Full and accurate information is given in these discussions by experts such as 
Professor Whitehouse, Associate Professor of Geology in the University of Queens- 
land. Here is an overall picture from which a plan of action could be formulated. 
(919°4) 
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THE CELLULOID MISTRESS or The Custard Pie of Dr. Caligari, 
Rodney Ackland and Elspeth Grant. Wingate, 16s. 1954. 22}. cm. 264 pages. 
24 photographs. Index. 


A tragi-comic autobiography by the well-known dramatist and screenwriter 
Rodney Ackland concerning his relations with British films and film-makers during 
some twenty-five years. His deep-rooted devotion to the art of the film is constantly 
strained to breaking-point by the misfortunes which he endures through his impatient 
enthusiasm to work as a film director. A sense of exasperated humour pervades this 
book, which was written with the help of Elspeth Grant, the film critic. (92) 


PORTRAIT OF BARRIE. Cynthia Asquith. Barrie, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 
238 pages. 8 photographs. Index. 
Lady Cynthia Asquith was private secretary to Sir James Barrie, the dramatist 
(1860-1937), from 1918 until his death. Her portrait has three outstanding merits: 
it is highly intelligent and critical and shows a remarkable gift for conjuring up the 
past; it is so interesting that it will hold the attention even of those who are hostile or 
indifferent to Barrie’s work, and it may even lead to a re-assessment of his importance; 
it will certainly have a permanent value for the light that it throws not only on Barrie 
as a person and an artist but on many other famous figures of literature and the stage 
and generally on literary and social life, in London and in the country, in the period 
between the two wars. (92) 


ROBERT BURNS: the Man, his Work, the Legend. Maurice Lindsay. 
MacGibbon & Kee, 18s. 1954. 224m. 300 pages. 9 illustrations. Index. 
Mr. Lindsay is a young Scottish writer of verse and criticism. His aim is to provide 
a biography of Burns that does not extend the bounds of scholarship or criticism but 
retells ‘a human tale . . . of absorbing interest’. His hope that his work will be found 
to be neither inaccurate nor undocumented is on the whole fulfilled. He enjoys the 
advantages of having before him the lives by Angellier, Hecht and Professor Snyder, 
of being a Scot, of knowing at first hand a good deal about Scottish literary trends, 
and of being able to write readably and enthusiastically. (92) 


THE LETTERS OF DANIEL DEFOE. Edited by George Harris Healey. 

Oxford University Press, 42s. 1955. 23 cm. $28 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Defoe’s letters are documents of singular interest for students of history and literature 
but they have never been satisfactorily edited and assembled in one volume. Professor 
Healey’s edition is therefore of great importance. He provides accurate transcriptions 
of all extant letters, together with facts concerning the whereabouts of the originals 
and their dates; and adds invaluable annotations based upon intimate knowledge of 
the man and his period. Tied to time and place, the correspondence needs an 
interpreter: addressed chiefly to Harley, for whom Defoe was acting as confidential 
agent, its interest lies less in the personality of the writer than in the picture it gives 
of the complicated political background to the great national events of Queen Anne’s 
reign. Thanks to Professor Healey’s scholarship, the vigour and vividness of Defoe’s 
reports can still make their full impact. His book is all that a standard text ought to be. 


(92) 
836 





Swoon a 


, es fot 2 6 jf foe 


cm. 





JOHN DRYDEN. A Critical Biography. Kenneth Young. Sylvan Press, 21s. 
1954. 22cm. 256 pages. Genealogical table. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
A biography enabling a reader to meet a poet on his own ground is to be welcomed, 
but particularly so with Dryden, appreciation of whom has suffered from lack of 
biographical details and the effect of Romanticism on modern poetic standards. 
Availing himself of recent research, the author gives an intimate account of Dryden’s 
lifeand work. He shows the stress of political and religious changes moulding the poet, 
supplying him with material and leading him to literary innovations. The poems, 
plays, translations and prose writings are examined as they were written and related to 
the circumstances inspiring them. The book is a valuable addition to Dryden studies. 


(92) 


GENERAL GORDON. Lord Elton, Collins, 25s. 1954. 214m. 448 pages. 
7 plates. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 


Lord Elton has gone far in giving an authentic portrait and explanation of one of the 
great figures in British history. Gordon’s enigmatic personality and his astonishing 
achievements have long puzzled biographers, who have varied from extravagant 
laudation to veiled denigration. The author’s examination of Gordon’s voluminous 
unpublished correspondence shows what Gordon thought of his fighting in China, 
his work among the poor and his experiences in Equatoria and the Sudan. A fascinating 
personality emerges of indomitable energy and courage as a leader and administrator, 
confounding his contemporaries by his hatred of publicity and his submitting, with 
simple piety, his urgency of purpose to the guidance of Providence. The author's 
literary skill gives effectiveness and a quality of permanence to a very welcome 


biography. (92) 


BEST WHEEL FORWARD. J. A. Grégoire. Translated from the French 
by Charles Meisl. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 194 pages. 16 illustrations. 


M. Grégoire combines the critical eye of the inventor and designer with the practical 
experience of garage owner, industrialist and racing driver. Set against a background 
of fierce competition in a rapidly expanding industry, his story, part autobiography, 
particularly as a pioneer of ‘front wheel drive’, part comment on some of his colleagues 
and competitors, makes interesting reading for those who regard a motor-car as a 
machine to be cared for and understood rather than a mere means of transport. (92) 


FOR ACTION. The Autobiography of a Canadian Industrialist. James E. Hahn. 
Clarke Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $3°50. 1954. 234m. 318 pages. Frontispiece 
portrait. 14 photographs. 


Known through his connections with De Forest Crosley, John Inglis, Victory Aircraft 
and English Electric, Mr. Hahn here adds authorship to his career as soldier, industrialist 
and sportsman. In World War I he was twice wounded in action and was awarded 
the M.C. and D.S.O. His experiences in that war and his observation of Canada’s 
fighting equipment as compared with Germany’s led him to see the necessity for the 
manufacture of automatic weapons in Canada long before 1939. But it was not until 
1938 that, as president of John Inglis, he saw the first Bren gun come out of his 
Toronto plant. Besides his military and industrial activities he describes his hobbies, 
which include fishing, hunting, sailing, travelling and collecting. (92) 
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NEW LETTERS OF DAVID HUME. Edited by Raymond Klibansky 
and Ernest C. Mossner. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1954. 23 cm. 288 pages 
Portrait frontispiece. Indexes. 

These letters throw valuable light upon a personality which still remains an enigma, 

There are new facts concerning the relations between Hume and Rousseau; and itis 

satisfactory to have further confirmation of the integrity of Hume’s conduct during 

the famous ‘feud’. Fresh evidence is likewise made available about Hume’s capabilities 
as chargé d'affaires in Paris; he acquitted himself well in several diplomatic tussles, 

The correspondence is throughout very readable. It is interesting to observe a 

‘philosopher of common sense’ bewailing in a letter to Adam Smith the ‘emptines 

and rashness and futility of the common judgments of man’. (92) 


LIFE OF DAVID HUME. Ernest Campbell Mossner. Nelson, 42s. 1955. 
244m. 704 pages. 20 plates (2 in colour). 2 drawings. Genealogical table. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The biography of a philosopher presents many difficulties, chief among them being 

the achievement of a balance between the thought and the life. Here the balance is 

struck with remarkable success. We cannot know too much about the famous sceptic 

whose consistent virtue was as much an embarrassment to his enemies as it was a 

puzzle to his friends. The author, who helped to edit the recently published New 

Letters, began his monumental work in 1936, and many years are likely to pass 

before it is superseded. The production of the book is excellent. (92) 


EMIGRANT IN MOTLEY. The Journey of Charles and Ellen Kean in quest 
of a theatrical fortune in Australia and America, as told in their hitherto unpublished 
letters. Edited by J. M. D. Hardwick. Rockliff, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 280 pages. 
36 illustrations (3 in colour). Line drawings. Index. 

Charles Kean’s fame as an actor was, and probably always will be, eclipsed by that 

of his father, the great Edmund Kean, but Charles, in the middle of the last century, 

earned his own place in theatre history by his original approach to the setting and 
dressing of Shakespeare’s plays. The value of this volume lies in its first publication of 
letters written by Charles and Ellen Kean during their trip to Australia and America. 

Not only are their own characters revealed but theatrical life in primitive conditions 

faithfully recorded. The majority of the letters were only recently discovered in the 

Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. (92) 


THE CHARLES LAUGHTON STORY. Kurt Singer. Hale, 15s. 1954. 
22} cm. 256 pages. 47 photographs. Index. 
This book is particularly valuable as the record of the early struggle for fulfilment of 
his art by a man determined to become an actor, and of how, at the height of his 
success, he was always secking for new forms of expression for his theatrical genius— 
in giving reading recitals, for example. Though this biography is written in a common- 
place style, it is very revealing at its best, though over-lengthened by anecdotes and 
generally somewhat uncritical in its appreciation of its subject. (92) 


ELECTED SILENCE. The Autobiography of Thomas Merton. Cheap edition. 
Hollis & Carter, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 344 pages. 


This impressive autobiography, first published in 1949 and now appearing in a slightly 
abridged cheap edition, has deservedly enjoyed a remarkable circulation. The author, 
who was a young American intellectual with a cosmopolitan background, describes 
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in colloquial and arresting language the spiritual pilgrimage which brought him to 
the gates of the Trappist monastery in Kentucky where he received the habit in 
1942 and was later ordained priest. As Evelyn Waugh observes in a foreword, his 
spirituality, though French in discipline, is a flower of the Catholic life of the New 
World. (92) 


O RARE AMANDA! The Life of Amanda McKittrick Ros. Jack Loudan. 
Chatto & Windus, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 208 pages. 8 plates. Bibliography. 
The novels and poems of ‘the World’s Worst Novelist’, Amanda McKittrick Ros 
(1860-1939), have long been prized by connoisseurs of grotesque and quite unconscious 
humour, and prized not least for their rarity among booksellers. Mr. Loudan has put 
Mrs. Ros’s many admirers in his debt by filling in many of the details of her little 
known career and discussing her work with sympathetic understanding as well as 
wit. Her high-flown style rather than her subject matter constitutes her real claim 
to fame and he rightly gives most attention to this, supplying many extracts from 
her work. There are several remarkable photographs of the novelist and a bibliography 
of her published writings. (92) 


GOODBYE HARLEY STREET. R. Scott Stevenson. Christopher Johnson, 
15s. 1954. 22cm. 224 pages. Drawings by the author. Index. 
The author, a well-known otolaryngologist, now retired to Gibraltar, follows up his 
autobiographical In a Harley Street Mirror with more personal memoirs. A man of 
gifted personality, he has enjoyed a singularly happy life. He writes of school and 
university days in Edinburgh, service in the First World War, adventures into British 
medical journalism and, as his career prospered, travels in Europe and America, and 
social and theatrical London between the world wars. There are two useful chapters 
on the development of services for the deaf and the training of the deaf child, to which, 
as Chairman of the National Institute for the Deaf, the author contributed much. (92) 


TRUE REMEMBRANCES. The Memoirs of an Architect. Philip Tilden. 
Country Life, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 176 pages. 46 photographs. ¢ illustrations in text. 
Index. 

This little book of memories of an architect who had the good fortune to move in 

wealthy and influential circles casts some entertaining sidelights on the social and 

political world of thirty years ago. His heyday was the years immediately after World 

War I, when the very rich had fleeting visions of recreating the spacious lives which 

they had enjoyed before 1914. His clients included Lloyd George and Winston 

Churchill, and he was responsible for preparing the plans for the fabulous castle 

which Gordon Selfridge hoped to build. The book is mainly illustrated with 

photographs and drawings of the projects and buildings with which he was associated. 


(92) 


A WINTER BOUQUET. Susan Tweedsmuir. Duckworth, 12s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 
126 pages. 9 photographs. 

Lady Tweedsmuir’s second book of reminiscences is written in a pleasantly informal 

fashion, the first part consisting of essays on aspects of the past which have impressed 

her especially strongly, and the second of portraits of her friends. She has a remarkable 

talent for arresting a moment in time in her descriptions, and a sharp memory for 

significant detail. She writes charmingly of Edwardian clothes and of the sweeping 
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changes in English country life, and of her sketches the best are those of John Buchan 
her husband, and of Virginia Woolf. A delightfully written book which leaves a deep 
impression of the strength of English family life. (92) 


THE KAISER. A Life of Wilhelm II, Last Emperor of Germany. Joachim 
von Kiirenberg. Translated from the German by H. T. Russell and Herta Hagen. 
Cassell, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 384 pages. 20 illustrations. Genealogical table. Index. 

In this sober and, on the whole, detached biography, the writer is less concerned 

with political and historical events than to present an account of the Emperor's 

career and to reveal the forces which moulded his character. The effects of physical 
disability, unloving parents, and an entourage of flattercrs are shown in their influence 
on a nature at once vain and imperious, yet markedly unstable. Herr von Kiirenberg, 
who was well qualified for his task by personal knowledge and historical study, 
points out convincingly that Wilhelm II was not the instigator of the First World 

War, but he fails to realize the deep feeling stirred against the Germans by the 

violation of Belgium. His account is valuable, but it is to be regretted that the sources 

of quotations are not indicated. (92) 

Ancient Civilisations 

IRAN: from the Earliest Times to the Islamic Conquest. R. Ghirshman. Translated 
from the French by Margaret Munn-Rankin. Penguin Books, ss. 1954. 18 cm. 
368 pages. 48 plates. 108 illustrations in text, including maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Paper covers. (Pelican Archaeology) 

An English adaptation of a work which, since its publication in French in 1951, has 

gained a deserved reputation for its marrying of soundness with general interest. No 

one is better entitled than Dr. Ghirshman to write on the archaeology of the territory 

Iraq-Persia-Afghanistan in prehistoric times or on its history from the earliest records 

to the mid-seventh century A.D., but these qualifications alone would not necessarily 

have produced so attractive a book as the present one. An unusual feature is the 
author’s candour with his readers in drawing attention to the theories of other 

scholars on controversial matters. Nearly fifty pages of superb plates and over 100 

line-illustrations render the work even more valuable than the French original. 

The English adaptation (it is more than a translation) is excellent. (935) 


EXCAVATIONS AT UR. A Record of Twelve Years’ Work. Sir Leonard 
Woolley. Benn, 25s. 1954. 22cm. 262 pages. 58 photographs (1 in colour). 
22 illustrations in text, including map. Index. 

In our minds today Woolley rather than Abraham is the man with whom we 

associate the city of Ur. For a dozen years he worked there, recovering its lost history 

and revealing, in the famous Royal Tombs, a civilisation and an art of the third 
millennium B.C. which was totally unexpected. In this book he describes, with 
clarity, authority and humour, Ur from the fourth millennium to the fourth century 

B.C. as brought to light by his excavations, and illustrated by plans, drawings and 

photographs. (935) 


A HANDBOOK TO THE PALACE OF MINOS, KNOSSOS, WITH 
ITS DEPENDENCIES. J. D. S. Pendlebury. New edition. Introduction 
by Sir John Myres and Sir John Forsdyke. Parrish, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 76 pages. 
25 illustrations. 8 plans. Sketch map. Index. 

Originally published in 1932, this classic guide to a classic site has long been out of 

print. It gives one of the best outlines of Minoan civilisation, and of the architecture 
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of the great palace at Knossos, that can be found, and is fully illustrated with plans and 
photographs. (939) 


World War ll 
FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY. Three Planes against an Air Force. 
Kenneth Poolman. Kimber, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 200 pages. 24 illustrations. Endpaper 
map. 
For a time in 1940 Malta was gallantly defended in the air by three Sea-Gladiator 
fighters flown by flying-boat pilots. They did great work against the Italian Air 
Force, and their aircraft were called by the Maltese ‘Faith, Hope and Charity’. 
Soon the Sea-Gladiators were joined by Hurricanes, and in 1942 the Spitfires arrived. 
Mr. Poolman describes graphically how these few aircraft scored numerous victories 
against the heaviest odds and prevented the ordeal of Malta from being much worse 
than it was. After the war, the surviving Gladiator, ‘Faith’, was presented to the 
people of Malta by the Royal Air Force. (940°544) 


‘YOU'LL DIE IN SINGAPORE’. Charles McCormac. Hale, 12s.6d. 
1954. 22$cm. 190 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Plan. 2 maps. 
There was a brief account of these adventures in Escape or Die by Paul Brickhill, and 
Charles McCormac has now rightly acceded to the wide demand for the full story. 
He was captured by the Japanese when Singapore was overrun in 1942, and after 
brutal interrogation and torture in a prison camp, he escaped with sixteen others, 
of whom thirteen were soon killed. As leader of the survivors he took them by small 
boat and on foot from Malaya to Sumatra and Java, through incredible hardship and 
constant danger. Two were lost on the way and finally McCormac and his Australian 
comrade won through to freedom. Of the adventurous escapes of World War Il 
this is one of the most outstanding. (940-547) 


Scotland 

A SOURCE BOOK OF SCOTTISH HISTORY. Vol. IIL. 1567 to 1707. 
Edited by William Croft Dickinson and Gordon Donaldson. Nelson, 21s. 1954. 
18}cm. $12 pages. Index of subjects. 

The last volume of this work, ranging from the deposition of Mary, Queen of Scots, 

to the Treaty of Union, is more than twice as large as either of its predecessors. 

The available documents are more numerous and more various than those for the 

earlier periods (to 1424 and 1424-1567) and have required fuller commentaries. 

The index of subjects is a useful innovation. The work is intended primarily for the 

use of teachers and students, but this volume in particular, with its fresh treatment 

of the Presbyterian-Episcopalian controversy and of relations with England and 

European countries, has great importance for all readers of history. The growth 

of private and social life is reflected, too, in a mass of fascinating material, and the 

sections on economics and education are of special interest. (941) 

Britain 

THE STORY OF ENGLAND. From the time of King Alfred to the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. William McElwee. Faber, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 
276 pages. 9 illustrations. 5 maps. 8 genealogical tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first volume in a series of short histories of the separate countries of the 

Commonwealth and of the world. It provides a readable narrative of England’s 


development from the time of King Alfred to the present day. The author hopes 
it may serve to give those who have picked up a piecemeal knowledge of English 
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history from the haphazard study of scattered periods at school some sense of tha 
continuity of our national life which is one of the most important things about it 
He has done a difficult task extremely well: his book should find many readers x 
home and overseas. (942) 


VICTORIAN PEOPLE. Some Reassessments of People, Institutions, Idea 
and Events, 1851-1867. Asa Briggs. Odhams Press, 18s. 1954. 214 cm. 318 pages 
15 illustrations. Index. 

The author sees this period in Victorian England as possessing a unity of its own, 

conditioned by prosperity, the sense of national security, belief in the superiority 

of English representative institutions, and the conviction that order and change were 
not incompatible. Dealing with the men and movements shaping this period, he 
regards the Exhibition of 1851, embodying the themes of peace and work, as a symbol 
dominating the whole period. He describes the reforming work of Roebuck and 

Wright, the reflection of the times in Bagehot’s and Trollope’s writings, Applegarth 

as the new labour leader, the educational ideals of Smiles, Doctor Arnold and Thomas 

Hughes, and the movements leading to the Reform Bill, 1867. Clarity and careful 

organisation of material mark this useful historical study. (942-08) 


VICTORIAN VISTA. James Laver. Hulton Press, 25s. 1954. 23 cm. 256 pages. 
67 illustrations (16 in colour). Index. 
This beautifully produced and excellently illustrated anthology presents certain facets 
of life in Victorian England—the family circle, the seaside holiday, etiquette, food, 
the music hall, the theatre and the arts generally, religion and science and the position 
of women. In the main the characters reveal themselves through telling extracts, in 
verse and prose, from a wide range of contemporary writings, including such 
magazines as the Ladies’ Treasury, Punch and the Saturday Review, and that invaluable 


guide to Victorian manners Beeton’s Complete Letter-Writer, but not a little of the § 


reader’s pleasure stems from Mr. Laver’s pungent commentary. (942-08) 


Belgium 
THE WAR DIARIES OF ALBERT I, KING OF THE BELGIANS. 
Published from the Original Manuscript and in their Entirety. Translated from 
the French by Mervyn Savill. Edited by General R. Van Overstracten. Kimber, 
21s. 1954. 22cm. 228 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Facsimiles. Endpaper map. 
Index. 
The personal diaries of the First World War kept by King Albert have been edited 
by his former A.D.C. who now publishes them in their entirety, supplemented by 
contemporary notes. The King was Commander-in-Chief of his Army and remained 
with it when the Government moved to France. The diaries are clearly and concisely 
compiled and run through every phase of the war from the German invasion in 
1914 to the triumphant return of the King to his capital in 1918. They express with 
commendable frankness his views of the war and its leaders, and are in keeping with 
the high estimation that history accords him. (949°3) 


Switzerland 
SWITZERLAND IN PERSPECTIVE. George Soloveytchik. Oxford 


University Press, 21s. 1954. 224.cm. 316 pages. 2 maps. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Switzerland is a standing contradiction to most of our beliefs about the nation state: 
it should not be able to hold together, but it does. Most are content to wonder at the 
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miracle, but George Soloveytchik has gone behind the scenes and examined the 
machinery. Though a life- long friend of Switzerland, he is not a flatterer, and he 
discusses some features of Swiss foreign policy which not all Swiss will like to be 
reminded of, as well as boldly tackling the accusations of complacency and ‘stuffiness’ 
sometimes levelled at the Swiss. In this connection he quotes some illuminating 
statements from the Swiss themselves. The result of his probing into every aspect 
of Swiss life, including the tourist trade and Swiss neutrality, is to make the Swiss 
seem less angelic, more human and more sympathetic, and their achievements 
even more remarkable than before. (949-4) 


South Africa 


THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN DIARIES OF THOMAS LEASK, 
1865-1870. Edited by J. P. R. Wallis. Chatto & Windus, 35s. 1954. 264 cm. 
318 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Central African 
Archives: Oppenheimer Series, No. 8) 

Although primarily a narrative of hunting expeditions, this useful source-book for 

the early history of Southern Rhodesia and Bechuanaland contains much incidental 

but important information about the last days of Moselekatse and the beginning of 

Lobengula’s reign, the pioneering work of the London Missionary Society, and above 

all the various Europe: :n traders and hunters who often were the first representatives 

of Western civilisation to reach the local Africans. Pleasantly and modestly written 
and attractively produced, it gives a good picture of life and adventure on the veld; 
but the descriptions of elephant hunting show that much needless suffering was 

sometimes caused to wild animals. (968) 


Canada 


OTTAWA. Blodwen Davies. McGraw-Hill (Toronto, Canada), $3-95. 1954. 
23$.cm. 186 pages. Frontispiece (woodcut). 44 photographs. Index. 
The capital of Canada began its career as a boisterous lumber town; through the 
years it has become the dignified, ultra-respectable symbol of its country’s progress. 
Miss Davies describes its history from the earliest beginnings to the extensive plans 
for the future with vitality and humour, and a refreshing emphasis on personality. 
She discusses the building of the Rideau Canal, the development of the lumber 
trade, the problem of choosing Canada’s capital, churches, schools and universities, 
and such national institutions as the Public Archives, the Dominion Experimental 
Farm, the National gallery, the Supreme Court, and the Bank of Canada. (971-384) 


Papua New Guinea 


HANDBOOK OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. Edited by R. W. 
Robson. Pacific Publications (Sydney, Australia), 15s. 1954. 22cm. 318 pages. 
Illustrations and maps. Folding map. Diagram. 

The first edition of a very useful handbook to the Australian territory of Papua 

and the Trust Territory of New Guinea. There are articles on geography, history, 

and economics, followed by brief descriptive accounts of each area and lists of officials, 
firms, and residents. The value of the contents compensates to some extent for the 

unattractive type and general lay-out. (995) 








FICTION 
General 
THE FOURTEENTH OF OCTOBER. Bryher. Collins, 10s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 222 pages. 

Dame Edith Sitwell in her introduction to this book accepts it as not mere imagination 
but an actual memory surviving the passage of centuries. The notion is fanciful, but 
the book is an extraordinarily vivid picture of the past—the story of Wulf 
the Saxon boy, taken from his Yorkshire home by Danish raiders as a hostage, sold 
to Norman Earl Rollo as a dog-boy, escaping to brief refuge in Cornwall, and then 
arriving at Hastings on the fateful fourteenth of October just too late for the battle, 
It is indeed so vivid that we could wish to follow Wulf in his further wanderings to 
Micklegarth, the Constantinople of the Varangian Guard. 


THE FORTUNES OF BECOT. Louis Codet. Translated from the 
French by Anthony Bower. Introduction by Thérése Mayer. Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 222 pages. 

The setting is the south of France; the time, before 1914; the mood—well, one might 
call it Provengal, except that the region between Perpignan and the coast, where most 
of the action takes place, is not exactly in Provence. The Fortunes of Bécot is lyrical, 
but not sentimental; ironic, but not malicious; tender, but not exactly moral; and, 
above all, soaked in sunlight. The plot is a mere trifle: Bécot—handsome, amiable 
and eighteen—is in love with a young widow; everybody thinks she is his mistress, 
but she is not. Meanwhile, Bécot consoles himself with an actress; and so on. As 
with the tales of Alphonse Daudet and the films of Raimu, the atmosphere is 
remembered; not the plot. 


LUCY IN HER PINK JACKET. A. E. Coppard. Nevill, 115.6d. 1954. 
203 cm. 208 pages. 
Admirers of Mr. Coppard’s short stories will probably find a peculiarly surrealist 
atmosphere about this book, for he uses familiar words, themes, and situations to 
produce far from familiar effects. He is like a painter employing unusual colours 
on common objects, or creating strange illusions out of ordinary sights and scenes. 
Out of eighteen stories only three or four present positive action or develop a plot; 
the rest are suggestions of moods, cynical, whimsical, humorous, or pathetic, but 
all of them have a rewarding touch of originality (sometimes, regrettably, reflected 


in the spelling). 


LITTLE AND ORPHAN. Bernard Hesling. Constable, 12s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 254 pages. Illustrations by the author. 

This autobiography of a West Riding childhood, though ostensibly fiction, is 
obviously founded on fact. It chiefly covers Ernie Hanson’s life in the peculiar 
orphanage that gives the book half its somewhat misleading title. For ‘mother’, 
though intermittent, is important throughout a story full of rich humour and York- 
shire forthrightness. We hope in a sequel to follow Ernie’s adult adventures in 
Australia. The author further enlivens this gallery of quaint characters with some 
delightfully artless illustrations. 


FLESH AND BLOOD. Francois Mauriac. Translated from the French by 
Gerard Hopkins. Collected edition. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
190 pages. 

An early work of Mauriac’s, Flesh and Blood lacks the dramatic concentration of the 

later novels, but compensates for this by remarkably fine descriptions of the French 
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countryside. Most of the action takes place at a chateau in the Gironde where the 
bailiff’s son Claude—who is a devout Catholic yet unsuited to the priesthood—is 
befriended by the son and daughter of the house. They are mundane and sophisticated 
compared with Claude, but at the decisive moment it is he who assumes control and 
through his inner strength brings peace to his dying friend. The contrast between 
the sophistication of the smart Parisian set and the sturdy faith of the peasant lad is 
easily discernible, but beyond that lies the more difficult and subtle problem of how 
Claude reconciles within himself the demands of the flesh and the spirit. 


THE FOLLOWING WIND. N. Brysson Morrison. Hogarth Press, 12s.6d. 
1954. 19cm. 220 pages. 
Here, casual and unpretentious, is a moving story which brings to life, with 
sympathetic understanding and sensitive perception, an ordinary Glasgow family. 
Back in civilian life John Garnett is faced at his father’s death with family burdens 
and personal entanglements. He and his sisters—Iris, irresponsible and flighty, Len, 
her complete antithesis—and his brother Bruce—sceptical and bewildered—are 
learning to live, a hard lesson to be learned by each rising generation. Only the 
‘following wind’ of faith can temper experience and guide young travellers into port. 


IMMORTAL ROCK. The Saga of the Kensington Stone. Laura Goodman 
Salverson. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3-50. 1954. 20} cm. 280 pages. 
This novel is based on an expedition from medieval Norway to the New World, 
to reclaim the Greenland colonies from heresy. The band of men led by Paul Knutsen 
is composed of noblemen and high-ranking soldiers, all consecrated to their purpose. 
Finding the Greenland colonies deserted, they eventually land on the shores of 
Hudson Bay. Trekking inland, they are finally trapped and annihilated by hostile 
Indians in what is now the State of Minnesota. The author uses the ‘flash-back’ 
technique to tell the personal sagas of the doomed men and the motives that ae Sag 
them to join the group. Her inspiration was the famous “Kensington stone’ found on a 
Minnesota farm. Carved on the rock are the sketchy details of such an expedition. 
Mrs. Salverson received the Ryerson Fiction Award for this book, and has twice 

won the Governor-General’s Award. 


FIRST BLOOD. SHANE. Jack Schaefer. Deutsch, 7s.6d. each. 1954. 19 cm. 
158: 160 pages. 

First Blood is about a mail-coach robbery and Shane about rivalry between farmers 
and cattle-ranchers; both are set on the western frontiers of the United States in the 
nineteenth century. There is plenty of action and a fair amount of shooting; but what 
distinguishes these tales from the general run of ‘westerns’ is the quality of the writing, 
vivid, terse and yet grammatical, catching the tone of living speech without the use 
of the kind of slang for which the reader needs a special dictionary, and the author’s 
subtlety in conveying rather than stating the conflict of personal loyalties and different 
codes of justice. The narrator in each book is a boy: a choice which is exactly suited 
to the epic quality of the ‘western’, with its archetypal heroes, its simplified situations 
and Homeric delight in food and weapons, skill and valour. 


BULLS OF PARRAL. Marguerite Steen. Collins, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 
$12 pages. Glossary. 


Aracea, only child of the house of Parral, has an English governess whose lover has 
been killed fighting for Franco in the Spanish Civil War. The governess is in love 
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with Spain; Aracea, for her part, is attracted by the liberty enjoyed by Englishwomen; 
both, in the end, find their native roots are deeper than they thought. Though the 
two characters are well conceived, this is a novel of action rather than of character 
There are vivid descriptions of bull-fighting and life on a ranch in Andalusia, and the 
story moves forward so swiftly and easily that it seems rather shorter than it really is 














BROTHER NAP. Frank Tilsley. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1954. 203 cm 
288 pages. 

Following upon Voice of the Crowd which told of the early life and careers of the 
brothers Ted and Nap Ellis, this volume takes up the story at the end of World War] 
when Ted returns from military service abroad. Nap meanwhile has forged ahead toa 
position of power in the Labour Party and aims to take his brother under his wing 
to use him for his own political ends. The central theme is the clash between two 
diametrically opposed influences which play on Ted’s mind and heart—his brother 
Nap’s, and that of his shy yet tenacious wife Annie. The back-cloth to th— © 
imaginatively observed personal drama is the social and political history of post-war 
Britain. 


















THE TWO TOWERS. Being the Second Part of The Lord of the Ring.) ©" 
J. R. R. Tolkien. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1954. 23 cm. 352 pages. Map. 

The second of the three volumes of Professor Tolkien’s richly imaginative epic takes 

up the story where he left it at the end of The Fellowship of the Ring. The Company 

of the Ring being now divided, three of its number rescue two others from enemy ve 


hands; their many adventures in the strange but credible world of the author’ * 
creation include a pastoral interlude with an ancient race of tree-shepherds and a . 
ac 


tremendous battle against terrifying orcs. Meanwhile, the Ringbearer Frodo and his 
faithful servant struggle on towards the Kingdom of the Enemy; only here can the SI 
Ring be destroyed which will otherwise destroy the world. Suspense mounts until 


: a : : : ] 
at last, having scaled the last precipitous pass and overcome its noxious guardian, Ar 
Frodo is carried captive over the ominous border. 

aut 
Reprints bo 


DON QUIXOTE. Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. With a new introduction by Ch 
L. B. Walton. 2 vols. Dent, 6s. each. 1954. 184 cm. 452: 492 pages. Biographical § “I 
note. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

This welcome reprint gives us Motteux’s translation of this famous classic as revised 

by Ozell (in 1725) and used by Lockhart as the basis of his annotated edition § Ty 

Lockhart’s notes have been retained but corrected and supplemented where necessary 

by L. B. Walton, Reader in Spanish in the University of Edinburgh, who has also Th 

replaced Lockhart’s outdated introduction with a valuable and informative one of 
his own. The larger format and ampler margins of this new Everyman edition worthily 


present a version which, though slightly archaic and often wrong, has a flavour and 4 
vivacity denied to many of its successors. do 

BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS os 
Fiction 


BABAR AT HOME. BABAR AND FATHER CHRISTMAS. Ne 
Jean de Brunhoff. New editions. Methuen, 6s. each. 1954. 27}.cm. 40 pages 


Illustrations in colour by the author. q 
Two more of the popular and enchanting stories about Babar the elephant have now Th 
been reprinted in a smaller format and at a lower price. Babar at Home describes the “ 
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excitement in Celesteville at the birth of three baby elephants—Pom, Flora and 
Alexander—to Queen Celeste. The children soon outgrow their prams and fall into 
all manner of scrapes, which are charmingly illustrated. One day their friend Zephir, 
the little monkey, tells them about Father Christmas and the second book relates 
Babar’s adventures in search of him and of how he brings Father Christmas on a 
visit to the land of the elephants. 


ON YOUR MARKS. A Career Story for Girls. Gladys Mitchell. Heinemann, 
8s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 

Well known for her detective novels, Gladys Mitchell has written a jolly story for 
older girls which introduces them to the routine of a physical training college through 
the adventures—and misadventures—of two new recruits. We learn what is required 
of them during the three strenuous years they spend there and leave them coping 
competently with their first jobs. The writing’ is straightforward and vigorous and 
the story gives an illuminating account of a modern physical training centre which 
is of general as well as of particular interest. 


EVENING STAR. Mary Elwyn Patchett. Lutterworth Press, 7s.6d. 1954. 
20cm. 176 pages. Illustrations by Olga Lehmann. 
For Marisa and Marek, the children of a world-famous Polish dancer, ballet is the 
centre of their lives. This story by an Australian writer tells of Marisa’s struggle to 
prove to her mother that her talent justifies an expensive training and of how Marck, 
his own ability recognised, helps her to realise her ambition. There is an adventurous 
holiday interlude at Badger Sett Farm which adds variety to this knowledgeable 
account of the initial stages of a dancer’s career which girls from 10-14 will enjoy. 


SIX AND SILVER. Joan Phipson. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia and 
London), 12s.6d. 1954. 22$.cm. 156 pages. Illustrations by Margaret Horder. 
Another story by Joan Phipson and Margaret Horder whose combined talents as 
author and artist produced the prize-winning Good Luck to the Rider. This delightful 
book for children between ten and fifteen years is written in a lucid and lively style. 
Charmingly illustrated, it tells of six children and a dog, Silver, who make an eventful 
expedition to the Kenkoo ranges. One of the party is Tess, a city girl whom the 
others meet while holidaying at the seaside, and much of the interest centres round 
her and country-bred Jack’s gradual understanding of each other’s way of life. 


THE AUSTRALIAN TWINS. Daphne Rooke. Introduction by Rhoda 

Power. Cape, 6s. 1954. 20} cm. 192 pages. Illustrations by Biro. Map. Glossary. 
The latest volume in a long series of Twins of many countries. These Australian 
twelve-year-olds live a typical life ona sheep station, surrounded by horses and 
dogs, and their adventures include an exciting chase after a thief, a meeting with 
blackfellows, and the hunting of a dingo sheep-killer. The book has a happy out-of- 
doors atmosphere, and numerous Australian types are introduced. A useful glossary 
explains words unusual to English children, and various Australian idioms. A most 
satisfactory book for children of 10-12. 


Non-Fiction 
THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT THE COMMANDOS. Richard Arnold. 
Muller, 6s. 1954. 19 cm. 144 pages. 14 illustrations by F. Stocks May. 


This book is one of a series for children in their teens but will appeal to those of any 
age with a liking for true and courageous adventure. No force caught the public 


847 














handled the weapons in all theatres of war. 


THE REALMS OF GOLD. George Baker. University of London Pres, 
12s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 262 pages. Illustrations by Geoffrey Fraser. Endpaper map 


Index. 


Of the many recent versions of Greek mythology Mr. Baker’s is certainly amon 


the most skilfully arranged. He has chosen the best known legends—those of the 
Argonauts, the Trojan War and its survivors, the exploits of Hercules and Perseus— 
and, by introducing the less known connecting links, has woven them into a singk 
narrative. This has meant omitting a few legends such as the Oedipus cycle, but th 
result is most readable and easy to follow. The book is very well suited to children 
of ten upwards; readers after sixteen, though they should appreciate the author's 
narrative gifts, might find the stories rather over-simplified. 


LETTERS TO A MUSICAL BOY. Mervyn Bruxner. 2nd edition 
Oxford University Press, 108.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 204 pages. Woodcuts by Barbara Greg. 
Date-chart of composers. Bibliography. Index. 

This amiably disguised guide to taste and appreciation goes into a well deserved 
second edition. Intended for the average boy in his teens, it expounds, enthusiastically 
but without being dogmatic or condescending, the salient facts of musical history 
from the early sixteenth century to the present day. It also explains such divers 
things as the various functions of critic and conductor, the ways of composers and 
soloists in relation to music as a living art. The book should recruit many young 
visitors to concert hall and opera house. 


A YEAR-BOOK OF LEGENDS. Collected and retold by Christine 
Chaundler. Mowbray, 9s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 176 pages. 6 plates in colour by Lilian J. 
Pocock. Illustrations in text by Tom Godfrey. Index. 

In this attractive collection of legends, animals and Christian saints appear more 

frequently than other kinds of being, though the Pied Piper of Hamelin, the 

Wandering Jew, the leek of Wales and the Holy Thorn of Glastonbury also find a 

place. The area from which they are drawn ranges from Ireland to Russia. Though 

related in a style and language suitable for children, they are likely to interest adults 
also. 


SIX GREAT EXPLORERS. Frobisher. Cook. Mungo Park. Burton. 

Livingstone. Scott. David Divine. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 216 pages. 

6 plates. 5 maps. Endpaper map. Bibliography. 
Mr. Divine’s brief lives of six British explorers are compact, revealing, and always 
readable, though one occasionally dissents from his verdicts. It is significant that he is 
most successful with Richard Burton and, to a lesser degree, Martin Frobisher. 
While he does full justice to David Livingstone as an explorer, he does not achieve an 
interpretation of the whole man. His other heroes, James Cook, Mungo Park and 
Robert Falcon Scott, are competently done, but have not the same force. The book 
can be recommended for children in their teens, who should be stirred by these 
achievements. 
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eye during World War Two more than the Commandos and none travelled moni 
quickly to places where the fighting was thickest. The author has rightly avoidell 
details of higher operations and has concentrated on the actions of the men why 
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READING CAN BE FUN. Munro Leaf. Ward, Lock, 7s.6d. 1954. 26 cm. 
48 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by the author. 

Clearly printed in large, plain type and amusingly illustrated to drive its points home, 
this book explains to the child who has learnt to read the value of reading and the 


| benefits it bestows by way of information, education in its widest sense, and pleasure. 


Parents will appreciate its value in instilling the child with the right approach to 


reading. 


WHEELS TO FORTUNE. A Brief Account of the Life and Times of 
William Morris, Viscount Nuffield. James Leasor. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 160 pages. 14 illustrations. Index. (Men of the Modern Age, 3) 

The life of William Morris, Viscount Nuffield, is a good choice for the first volume 

in this series to deal with a person still living. It is a truly fabulous story of terrific, 

tireless energy and enterprise, it is generously supplied with maxims and sayings, 
yet at the same time it presents enough technical details of the cars of the Nuffield 
organisation to satisfy the most demanding modern youth of about eleven years 


upwards. 


EVEREST IS CLIMBED. Wilfrid Noyce and Richard Taylor. Penguin 
Books, 2s.6d. 1954. Obl. 22} cm. 30 pages. Numerous illustrations in colour. 
Paper covers. (Puffin Picture Books) 

Wilfrid Noyce, author of South Col, who was himself a member of the successful 

1953 Everest expedition and in charge of its mountaineering equipment, here gives 

a straightforward and factual account of this epic climb. The illustrations by Richard 

Taylor are excellent and include diagrams of oxygen apparatus, types of tent and 

other climbing gear as well as imaginative and detailed pictures of the ascent itself. 

Children of 9-13 will find it a thrilling story of true adventure. 


THE TALKING WIRE. The Story of Alexander Graham Bell. O. J. Stevenson. 
Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 158 pages. 14 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
(Men of the Modern Age, 4) 

Children of twelve upwards will enjoy reading how the idea of the telephone slowly 
grew in the mind of Alexander Graham Bell, and of his dogged persistence in 
experimenting until he achieved what he felt sure to be possible. The invention 
resulted from the right combination of characteristics in the right man and the right 
time. Mr. Stevenson handles the subject well apart from a tendency to slip into 
hackneyed phrases at moments of greatest import, and has built up an interesting 
and pleasant story. The personal details about the inventor are handled better than the 
scientific facts, which could have been more clearly explained. 


ALL DAY LONG. An Anthology of Poetry for Children. Compiled by 
Pamela Whitlock. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1954. 20cm. 344 pages. 
Wood engravings (4 in colour) by Joan Hassall. Biographical notes. Indexes. 

The poems and verses in this anthology were chosen by the compiler because there 
seemed to lie in each ‘some exciting thing’. Divided into four parts to cover a child’s 
day, it attempts no balanced representation of English poetry, omits poems that are 
likely to be met elsewhere and concentrates on those which are more recent and less 
well known. Twentieth century poetry figures the most largely, although that of 
other periods is included. A personal collection, it contains much interesting work 
not commonly found in anthologies, and it should stimulate children with a liking 
for poetry to explore its realms further and to begin anthologies of their own. 
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